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TO THE 

RIGHT VVORSHIPFULL + 

EDWARD ATKINS, 

Serjeant at Law , and formerly one of the " "of 
Juſtices ofthe COMMON-PLEAS, 


Honoured Sir, 


h at firſt it was free; and tm m 
&| _—_ . Rx or al ſbould publiſh 
D, theſe Diſcourſes , yet the Publication 
nog being once Reſolved, the Dedication was 
> (Of 2-t/o —_— the Nature of the Sab- 

Jett, no leſs than the Obligations of the 

Author , ſtyling themin a peculiar manner Tours : For 
fence thetr drift ts to carry the moſt Endangered , and 

Endangering Truth , above the Safeſt, when ſmful, In- 

tereſt ; as a Praflice upon grounds of Reaſon the moſt Ge= 

nerous , and of Chriſtianity the moſt Religtous ; to whom 

.rather ſhould this Aſſertion repair as to a Patron , then 

to Him whom it bas for an ſtance? Who in acaſe of 

eminent Competition choſe Duty befare Intereſt, and when 

the Tudge grew inconſiftent with ” Juſtuce, preferred ra- 
2 


wer. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
ther to be Conſtant to ſure Principles, than to an Uncon- 
ant Government : And to retreat to an innocent and Ho- 

; nourable privacy, then to fit and AEt iniquity by a Law; 
and make your Age and Conſcience, (the one Venerable, the 
other Sacred ) Drudges -to- the T yranny of Fanatick, 
Perjured uſ; urpers, he next attempt of this Diſcourſ, e, 
is a Defence of the Mimiſtery', and that at ſuch a 
time when none owned them upon the "Bench (for then 
gou had quitted it) but when on the contrary we lrved 
to hear one in the very face of the Univerſity, as it were 
2n defiance of us and our Profeſſion, openly mn his Charge 
defend the Nuakers and Fanaticks, perſons not fit to be 


nam'd in ſuch Courts, but in an Indiftment, But, Sir , in 


the Inftruftions There preſumed to give to others, concern- 
ing what they. ſhould doe, you may take a narrative of 


what you have done : what re ſpetted their Aftions as a 


Rule or Admonitton , a plyed to yours 15 onely a Rehear- 
fall, whoſe Zeal in Fx the Minifteriall Cauſe is 


fo generally known , ſo gratefully acknowledged, that I 


dare affirme , that in what I deliver , you read the words 


indeed of One , but the Thanks of All, Which affetto- 


nate Concernment of yours for them, ſeems to argue a 
Sprrituall ſence , and experimental Taſt of their Works, 
and that you have reaped as much from their Labours , 
as others have done from their Lands :. For tome tt ſeem- 


ed alwates range, and next to Impoſſible, that a man con 


verted by the Word Preached, ſhould ever bate and per- 
ſecute a Preacher, And fmce you have ſeverall times un 
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'The Epiſtle Dedicatory 


diſcourſe declared your ſelf for that Government in the 
Church , that is founded upon Scripture , Reaſon , Apes. 
ſtolicall Praftice and antiquity, and (we are [ure ) the on- 


ly one that. can conſiſt with the Preſent Government of 


State , I thought the latter Diſcourſe alſo mghtfitly ad- 
dreſſe it ſelf to you, m the which you may read your 
Fudgment, as inthe other your Prattice, And now fmce 
tt has pleaſed Providence, at length to turn our Captiytty , 
and anſwer perſecuted Patience with the unexpetted ve- 
turns of Settlement ; to remove our Rulers , and reſtore 
our Ruler; and not onely to make our ExaCtors righteouſ- 
neſle, but, what is better, to grve us Righteouſneſſe inſtead 
of Exaftion, and hopes of Religion toa Church worried 
with reformation ; T believe upon a due and impartial 
Reflexton on what is paſt , you now find no cauſe to Re- 


pent , that you never dipt your bands in the Bloody High 


Courts of Juſtice , properly ſo called onely by Anti- 
phrafas ; nor ever ar the Scarlet Robe tothoſe Ems 
ployments, in which you muſt have worne # Colour of your 
Sinne in the Badge of your Office, But notwithſtanding 
all the Enticements of a Proſperous Villany, abborred the 
Purchaſe, when the Price was Blood, So that now bein 
priviledged by an happy Unconcernment mm thoſe Legal 
Murders, you may take a ſweeter reliſh of your own Inno- 
cence, by beholding the miſery of others Guilt , who be- 
ing Guilty before God, and infamous before men , Obno- 
xtous to Both , begin tofind the firſt frutt of their ſomne in 
the Unrverſal ſcorn of all , their apparent Danger , and 
Fa A 3 = un | 


—_ 


'The Epiſtle Dedicatory; 


unhkely Remedy : which $a being. at length con- 


ſummated by the hand of Juſtice , the cry of Blood and 
Sacriledge will ceaſe, meus doubts will be Satisfied, and 
Providence Abſolved. CT 

And thus, Sir, baving preſumed to honour my firſt Eſ- 
ayes in Divinity, by prefixing to-them a, Name, to which 
Drvines are ſo much obliged, I ſhould here in the cloſe of 


this Addreſs, contribute a Wiſh at leaſt to your Happineſs :; 


But fmce we deſire it not yet in another World, and your 
Enjoyments in this C according to the Standard of a Chri- 
ſtran defire ) are ſo compleat, that they require no Addi- 
ton, Tfhall turn my Wiſhes into Gratulations, and con- 
_ their fulneſs only wiſh their Continuance : 
Praying at you may "ws poſſeſs, what you poſſeſs ; and 
Doe what you Doe ; that is reflett upon a clear, unblotted, 
acquitting Conſcience, and feed upon the mneffable Comforts 
= Memoriall of a Conquered temptation ; without the 

nger of returning to the Tryall. And this (Sir) I ac- 
' count the greateſſfelicity that you can enjoy, and therefore 
the greateſt that he can deſure, who is 


Yours in all Obſervance, 


of May,1660. 


__ RO, SOUTH, 
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. the Univerſity, and (we muſt confeſs) a ſpice of it has appea- / 
e r bv 


es ee em — —__ 
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hallalhlaccalecls le hapalllhclketch 


A Preface to the Reader, 


gay Hat being Conſcious to my ſelf of having in Diſcourſe 
[ ſo often condemned the Scribling of the pc Age, I 
ſhould yet now own it by my Praiſe ; elpecially i that 
fort of Writing in which ſeverall have gone before me, whom 
it is no glory to come behind, I find a neceſſity of beſpeakin 
the Readers acceptance with Excuſe , which yer I truſt I ſha 
not manage ſo, as to make it only matter for another , but 
preſent him with Reaſon, as well as Apology, And firſt for the 
Publication of theſe two Diſcourſes, the one Preached in the 
time of our Fears, the other af our Hopes, and now both come 
ing forth in the beginning of our Fruitiov , Iſhall nor plead 
their having paſt the Teſt and Approbation of two of the moſt 
Judicious'and Learned Auditories in the Nation , as ſuppoſing 
that was rather for the ſeaſonableneſs of the Truth, than a 
Flegance of the Compoſure, and more for the Venture than 
the Performance : Yet from whatſoever cauſe it came, 1 
ſhall not vouch. it as a reaſon of the Publication ; ſince the 
ſame perſons may applaud the ſame —_— the Pulpit, thar 
they ſhall afterwards hiſs coming from the P'@ſs z as could be 
eaſily inſtanced in the Forlorn Works of fome unfortunate Di- 
vines: But much leſs was it the infolent imprudent itch of 
appearing in Publick, that induced me to this , as being con- 
fident that theſe Diſcourſes, had more Hearers than they are 
like to find Readers ; ſo that my preſent attempt may be rather 
termed an Edition than a Publication. Bur leaſt of all I plead 
the importunity of Friends that ſtale pretence for publiſhing 
ſo many ſcribles ; fuch as being by much importunity brovughe 
to the Preſs, need a greater to bring them to peruſall, Bur 
becauſe a ſordid, complying Spirit hepbona often charged upon 


To the Reader: 


red in many amongſt us, who have fouled, as well as diſturbed 
theſe fountains;I thought good to let our Detractors underſtand 
that in the very depth of SeQarian. Barbariſme, when the pro- 
feſled Enemies of the. Church were the only Favorites of the 
State, and the very Pillars of it, the Vniverſitics and miniſters 
were falling , there has been ſome, who durſt affert a rruth ; 


_ thoughto the viſible danger of their preſent Enjoyments, and. 


the utter extin&ion of their future Hopes; and for ſu deſperate a 
ſervice the moſt inconſiderable perſon was the fitteſt, whoſe ſuc. 
ceſſe would have equally been an advantage, and whoſe ruin no 
loffe. Nor can I deny but that I was deſirous to clear my ſelf 


, fromthe undeſerved ſurmiſes, that ſome ( whoſe good eſteem 
I have cauſe to value) have had of me; as it the injurious favours - 
of ſome had not onely courted, but wonne me to a ſervile come + 


pliance, which I alwayes abhorred : But ſuch was my fare, that: 
ſome while they were in Power injured me by Perſecution , 
when Declining, by their favour, The Vindication alſo of ſome 


_ things here delivered was no ſmall inducement to a Publicati- 
- on: For notwithſtanding the forementioned acceptance theſeDiſ< 


courſes found, yet the former was attached by ſome ſevere Re- 

rehenders,who according to the canting Diale@ of Wallingford 
houſe (which forty years agoe would not have been underſtood, 
neither will it forty years hence ) charged it as full of much 
Wrath aud Darlneſ ; but it ſeems it was ſuch darkneſfe as the 
eyrannizing Egyptians began to feele : And I am ſure no more 
Wrath then was deſerved, and therctore very well beſtowed. 
However, Providence has encouraged it to ſec the Light, while 
ſome of its Reprehenders fit in Darkneſſe. Yet ſince by War- 
rant from the - Spirit it ſelf, we »2ay be angry, - and (inne not, the 
ſharpneſſe of a Reprchenſion is to be aſcribed to the Nature of 
the thing that inerits, not to the Temper ofhim that delivers it, 
And ſince it has pleaſed God to unſhackle men from engagements, 
Viſitations, and the Awe of Ulurpers, it is not to be expected, 
that Perjury, Blood, and Sacriledge, can be any longer Goſpel- 
lized into Acts of Picty,or high ſtrains of Evangelical] per fetion, 
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To the Reader; i 7 


becauſe indeed they goe much beyond the command, Yet that 
perſon, the late Opprefſlor of this Nation, and the known Father 
of Enthuſiaſts, in whom thoſe three Perte&ions eminently con- 
curred, and who, we confefſe, is glanced upon in what follows , 
cuen him I have heard commended, as one, who notwithſtand- 
ing thoſe forementioned Infirmities ( fo called I conceive, be- 
cauſe they were the matter of his dayly Temptations ) yct as to 
the main was truly pious, and to uſe his Encomiaſts very ex- 
preſſion, had great Commuzion with god. 1 ſuppoſe inthe ſame 
{enſe,that the Faithful, Innocent, and devour, hold Communion 
with the devill, Wherefore it by wrath was meant a Free 
(though at that time Dangercus) Animadverſion upon ſuch 
Spots of Chritianity, We own the Charge,and readily confeffe, 
chatthe enſuing Diſcourſe was not Calculated for the ſoothing 
of Galled Conlciences, bur really intended to Gall them more 
and profefſedly deſigned to reprove Avarice, Oppreſſion, pious 
Fraudes, Blaſphemtes, and Perjuries, wayes not heretofore 
known of hol4ing Communion with Goa, And as for Perſonall Re- 
flexions, I know none ſuch ſpoken, but made ſuch by being Ap- 
plyed : And if fome es wy to Application before I did, and 
from their Conſciouſneſle interred therr Concernment, the 
Over-ruling ſentence ofa Guilty Conſcience placing them un- 
der the dint of any of theſcReproots,I am not he that either can, 
or would Abſolve them : For as I have oftcn ſaid,either they are 
not Guilty, & ſo they are not concerned in them,or Guilty, & ſo 
they deſerve them. But whereas it has been further objected , 


. that I propoſed many doubts, which TI left unanſwered; I am 


ſorry, that it was a faulr,to think ſo honourably of my Auditory, 
as to eſteem it needlefſe : But it is not in my power to inform 
ſome mens Ignorance nor my deſire to gratitic their Humour : 
And whether this Plea proceeds from a render Conſcience, or 
a tender head, I am not much concerned, but acquicſce fully in 
this, that for the Objc&ions, thoſe that were Learned, could 
hear and anſwer them; thoſe that were not, could not apprehend 
them, both therefore equally n_—_— danger. And whereas 1do 

- - not 


[ 
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Tothe Reader; 


Not now at leaſt in the Printing them, adde their ſolutions; I 
anſwer, that in regard I Profeſſe to publiſh the Sermon I then 
Preached, I ſhould not verify my word,ſhould Iby ſuch Additi- 
ons make it another. Having given an account of my deſign in the 
former Diſcourſe,and wiped off theCenſures that for ſome time 
have ſtuck upon it,I ſhall endeavour to prepare the Reader for a 
fair underſtanding of the Second, whcich being preached before 
many of the molt conſiderable Members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, had an Auditory ſuitable to its deſign. For in as much as 
an Eraſtian Antiminiſteriall Spirit has for many years ated moſt 
ofthe Nation, who would. command the Service, without ſub- 
mitting to the Diſcipline of the miniſters; And ſince Arguments 
from Piety or Scripture work little upon moſt ofthem,I thoughr 
it the belt ſervice that could be done to the Eccleſiaſtical! Cauſe, 
to make it appear that even a Politick conſideration would per- 
ſwade that, which was commanded upon a ſpiritual : By ſhew- 
ing how Religion is that alone that holds together the whole 
frame of Government; it being upheld it ſelf by the Encourage- 
ment, and Honour of the Clergy. So that whereas I enforce it 
chiefly by Arguments drawn from Civill Concernments,Iwould * 
have none offended, fince my intent is limited here,- only to 
this reſpeR, it being an Argument ad hominemz not the onely 
One that the Subje& would afford, bur that which was the 
moſt likely to reach the temper ofthe Times. And 1fI infer the 


neceſſity of Religion, and an Henourable Clergy from the Ex- 


igence of the Civil Intereſt, I ſuppoſe the neceſſity of it from 

Gods Command, and from the ſalvation of mens ſoules, is un- 

queſtionable : Wherefore I ſhall take the boldnefle to entreat 
thoſe who ſhall think it worthy their Reading, before they Cen- 

ſure, to vouchſafe it at leaſt an attentive peruſal , in as much as 

ir preſents to them ſome Truths, I think not often obſerved , I 

am ſure, nor uſually delivered. For my own part, I cannot con- 

ceive how Religion can ſtand withour a Miniſtery, nor the Mi- 

niſtery without its two Eſſential Props, Juriſdigtivon and Re- - 

fpec, Itis the old,fly, & undermining Plea,that Miniſters _ ; 
: : : On y 4 
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To the Reader. 


only to procure reſpedt by their learning, and laborious, Upright 
life ; other advantages belong not to them, But to anſwer this ; 
beſides, that late experience proves, that the moſt Pious, and 
the moſt Learned, have been the moſt perſecuted and contemn- 
ed, it is irrationall to think, that men ever yet made their Duty 
the meaſure oftheir Praftice. And howloever all ought, yer 
there are but very few who reverence Miniſters for thoſe Quali- 
fications ; but ſtill thoſe thatdo not, muſt be governed , or the 
Church ruined : therefore the Aſſiſtance of Secular ſupports 
mult be taken in. Moſt therefore will confeſs Church Govern- 
ment Neceſſary, though they deny that Neceſſity to any determi- 
nate kind, But ſince Church Government in Generall ſequeſtr- 
ed from its ſeverall kinds, is a meer Idea, I am apt to think thar 
the determination of ir was commanded together with the thing 
it ſelf. And ſince only Particular, not Vniverſal Natures fall un- 
der Practice, in as much as the Apoſtles did aQually Govgzn the 
Church, it muſt needs be that it was by a certain determinate 
kind of Government : And then conſidering the Infallible Apoſt- 
olick Spirit by which they were acted, I conceive their Practice 
and example was a Virtual Command: eſpecially when the rea- 
ſon and grounds of it continue ſtill the ſame, VVhar that PraQtice 
was , though there are many not obſcure Traces of it in Scrip- 
ture, yet Ideſire to gather it from the general PraRiſe of the 
Church ſucceſſively continued from their times : the moſt rati- 
onall Guide where the Scripture is ſilent, and the beſt comment 
where it is Obſcure. And upon this Rule and Ground, I hold it 

morereaſonable to Erre, than upon Fanatick Principles to ſtum= 

ble upon the Truth. Having thus ſhown my intent in theſe Ser- 

mons, and alſo the Rule, to the guidance of whichTI intend to 

reſign my ſelf , in whatſoever God ſhall hereafter call me cither* 
ro Speakor Ae as a Miniſter , I ſhall venture theſe Meditations 
into the world. What reception they may find Tam 1gnorant , 
but not ſolicitons. But ſure, of all perſons; Miniſters , Scholars, 
and eſpecially thoſe of the Vniverſities, have lirtle cauſe ro 
cenſure, or reprehend me, who have treely ventured the Vhole 
of my Small Advantages from them, 1n aflerting them in a day of 
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To the Reader: 


the blackeſt danger and rebuke, that I truſt will ever befall the 
Church, However, I value not the taunts, the murmurs of any: 

I have learned by bearing, to contemn them, Frequent Endu- . 
rance has bred an Apathy. But whatſoever men ſhall Murter , 
Rail,or Declaim againſt theſe Writings,cither out of a diſlike of 
the Subje& here Treated of, or a perſonal hatred of my ſelf ; yer - 
in this I reſt ſatisfied, and aſſured, that the truth here ſpoken of , 
will ftand, whartſocver becomes of him, that ſpoke it. 


Math, 


'i 
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Math, 10. 33. 


But whoſoever ſhall deny me before men, bim will I 
deny before my Father which is in Heaven, 


S the great comprehenſive Croſpel duty 1s the 
denyal of Self, ſo the grand Goſpel fin that 
confronts it, 15 the denyal of Chriſt, 'Theſe two 
are both the commanding and the Dividing Princi- 
ples of all our Actions : For whoſoever acts in oppo- 
{ition to one, does it alwaies in behalfe of the other, 
None ever oppoſed Chrilt, butit was to gratifie Self: * 
None ever renounced the Intere(t of Self, but from a 
prevailing love to the Intereſt of Chriſt, The ſubject 
I have here pitched upon, may ſeem improper in 
theſe times, and in this place, where the number of 
Profeſſors, and of men is the ſame; where the Cauſe 
and Intereſtof Chriſt has been ſo cryed up;and Chriſts 
Perſonall Reign and Kingdome fo called for, and ex- 
pected. Bur ſince it has been (till Preached up, but 


 Acteddown; and dealt with, as the Eagle in the Fa- * 


ble did with the Oyſter, carrying it up on high, that 
by letting it fall hemight daſh it in peices: I fay, 


| finceChriſt muſt Reign, bur his Truths be made to | 


—__ 


Dy oo ſerve, | 


[2] 2 
ſerve; I ſuppoſe it is but Reaſon, to diſtinguiſh bes 
tween Profeſſion and Pretence; and to corclude, that . 
mens preſent crying, Hazle King, ard bending the knee 
to Chriſt,are onely in order to his future Crucifixion, 

For the diſcovery of the ſence of the words, I ſhall | 
enquire into their occaſton, From the very beginning | 
of the Chapter wee have Chriſt conſulting the pro- | 
pagation of the Cioſpel; and inorder to it (being the 
onely way that he knew to effect it ) ſending forth a | 
Miniſtery; and giving them a Commiſhon, together 
with Inſtructions for the Execution of it, He would 
have them fully acquainted with the Nature and 
Excent of their Office ; and ſo he joynes Commiſſion 
with InſtruEtion; by one he conveighs Power, by the 
other Knowledg, Suppoſing ( I conceive ) that upon 


| ſuch an Undertaking, the more Learned his Miniſters 


were, they would prove never the leſs fazhful, And 
thus having fitted them, aid {tript them of all man- 
ner of defence, v, 9, He ſends them forth amoneſt 
wolves : A hard Expedition, you will fay, to go a- 
mong(t wolves; but yer much harder to convert them 
into Sheep; and no leſs hard even to diſcerne ſome of 
them, poſſibly being under Sheeps cloathing; and fo | 
by the advantage of that dreſs, ſooner felt, than diſco- 
vered : probably alſo ſuch as had both the properties | 
of wolves. that is, they could whine and how], as | 
well as bite and devour, But that they might not | 
goc alrogether riaked amongſt their Enenues, the a; 
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ly Armour that Chriſtallows them, is Prudence and 


| Doves, v.16. Weapons notat all offenſive, yer moſt 
/ ſvicable to their Warfar, whoſe greateſt Encounters 
: were tobe Exhortations, and whoſe only Conquelt , 
- Eſcape, Innocence is the belt caution, and we may 
: unite the expreſſion, to be wiſe as a Serpent, is to be 


harmleſs as a Dove, Innocence is like poliſh'd Ar- 
mour:; it adorns, and it defends, In ſfumme, he tells 


\ them, that the oppoſition they ſhould meet with , 
' was the greateſt imaginable, from the 16,to the 26,v, 


but in the enſuing verſes he promiſes them an equall 


\ proportion of a;hiſtance; which if it was notan Argu- 


ers 


\nd 


all- 


ment of force enough to out-weigh the fore-mentio- 
ned diſcouragments, he caſts into the Balance, the 
promiſe of a Reward to ſuch as ſhould Execute, and 
of Puniſhment to ſuch as ſhould Neglect their Com- 
miſſion : The Reward in the former verſe, whoſoever 


© ſhall conſeſſe me before men, &C, the puniſhment in 
_ this, But whoſoever ſhall deny. &c. As if by way of 
: preoccupation he ſhould have ſaid, Well : here you 
+ ſee your Commiſſion, this 1s your Duty, theſe are 


your Diſcouragements: never ſeek for ſhifts and eva- 


; ſ10ns from worldly afflictions; this is your reward, if 


ou periorm it, this 1s your Doom if you decline it. 
As for the Explication of the words they-are clear 


: andeaſie; and their Originals in the Greek are of ſin- 


> 

þy 4 

bY 

wy 
238; 
= 
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be 
+ 
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ple ſignification, without any ambiguity ; and there- 


fore 
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fore T ſhall not trouble you, by propoſing how they 
runinthis, or in that Edition : or ftramng for an in- 
terpretation where there 15 nodifficultie,or a diſtin&ti- 
on where there is no difference, 'The onely Expoſi- 
tion that J ſhall give of them, will be to compare 
them to other Parallel Scriptures, and peculiarly that 

- in the 8 Mark 38, Whoſoever therefore ſhall be aſhamed of 
me and my words, in this adulterous and funfull veneration_ 
of him alſo ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed when he com. 
eth in theglory of bis Father, with the holy Angels, Theſe 
words are a Comment upon my Text, 

1, What is here in the Text calleda denying of 
Chris, is there termed a being aſhamed of him, that is , 
mthoſe words the Cauſe is expreſled, and here the 
Effect : for therefore we deny a thing, becauſe we are 
aſhamed of it, Firlt Deter 1s aſhamed of Chriſt, then 
he denyes him. | 

2, Whar is here termed a denying of Chriſt, is there 
called a being aſhamed of Chriſt and his Words: Chrilts 
truths are his ſecond Self, Aud he that offers con- 
tempt toa Kings lerters or edits, virtually affronts the 
King; it ſtrikes his words, but it rebounds upon his 
Perſon, | | 

3, What is here ſaid before men, is there phraſed, in 
this adulterous and finfull generation, Theſe words im- 
portthe hindrance of the duty enjoyned which there- 
fore is here purpoſely erforced with a nor obſtante to 
all oppoſition. The Term adulterous ] conceive may 
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| chiefly relate to the Jewes who being nationally e- 
Z ſpouſedto God by Covenant, every {inne of theirs 
j- & was in a peculiar manner ſpiritual Adultery, 


4. What is here ſaid I will deny bim before my Fa- 


# ther, is there expreſſed : I will be aſhamed of him before 
* my Father and his hely Angels, that is when he ſhall 
7 cometo Judgment, when Revenging Juſtice ſhall - 
Z come in pomp, attended with the glorious Retinue 
7 ofall the Hoit of Heaven, In ſhort the ſentence pro- 
© nounced declares the Judgment, the ſolemnity of ir 


the T errour, - 
From the words, we may deduce theſe Obſerva- 


2 tions, 


1, Weſhall find flrong motives and temptations from 


men, to draw us to ademall of Chriſt, 


7e are entat 
then 2, No Terrors, or Solicttations from men, though ne- 

: ver ſo great can Warrant or Excuſe ſuch a demall, 
there | 23. To deny Chriſts words, is to deny C briſt. 


1riſts * 
its b] then expreſſed in the words, I ſhall wave them, and 


-« the © wnſtead of deducing,a doctrine diſtinEt fromthe words, 


n his Þ proſecute che words themſelves under this DoCtrinall 
2 Paraphraſe, 

ed, in # 
3 1M- 2 
here- 2 
2e to Þ 
may 2 


wcifly 


But ſince theſe Obſervations are racher implyed 


Whoſoever ſhall deny, diſ-owne or be aſhamed of ether 
the Perſon or truths of Jeſus Chriſt for any fear or 
favour of man; ſhall with ſhame be diſowned, and E- 
ternally rejetted by him at the dreadfull judgment of 

the great day, 4 x X 3 
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þ 'The diſcaihon of this ſhall lye in theſe things, | 


1, Toſhew how many wayes Chrilt and his truths 
may be denyed, and what is the denyall here cheifly 
intended, 69s =» | | 

2, To ſhew whatare the cauſes that induce men 
to adeniall of Chrilt and his truths, 

3. Toſhew how farre a man may conſult his ſafe- 
ty intime of perſeGation,without detiying Chriſt, 

4. Toſhew what is imported in Chrilts denying 
us before his Father in Heaven. : 

5, Toapply all to the preſent Occaſion. 

But before I encer upon theſe I muſt breifly pre- 
miſe this, that though the Text and che Doctrine |i 
run peremptory and abſolute, Whoſoever denyes Chriſt, 
ſhall aſſuredly be denyed by bim : yet (till there 1s a tactt 
condition inthe words ſuppoſed, unleſs repentance 
intervene, For this and many other Scriptures,though 


' asto their formall termes they are Abſolute, yet as 


totheir ſence they are Conditiorall. Grod in mercy 
has ſo framed, and temper'd his word, that we have 
for the moit part, a Reſerveof mercy wrap d up ina 
Curſe, Ard the veryfirſt judgment that fas pro- 
nounced upcn fallen man, was with the allay of a 
promiſe, Whereſoever we find a Curſe to the Guilty 
Expreſled, in the ſame. words mercy to the Penitent 
is (ll Underttood, This premifed, I come now to 


diſcuſſerhe firſt thing, viz, How many wayes Chrilt 


and his truths may be denyed, &*c, Herefirlt i ger” 
| | Fo — ral. 


-— - EY i 

rall I aſſert, that wemay deny him in all thoſe a&s 
thatare capable of being marally good or evill: thoſe 
are the proper Scene in whuch we act onr confeſſions 
or denyalls of him. Accordingly therefore all wayes 
of denying Chrift I ſhall compriſe under theſe three, 
. 1,Wemay deny him and his traths by an Eroneous, 
Hereticall judgment. I know it is doubted whether a 
bare error tn judgment can condemne : but fince 
truths ablolutely neceflary to Salvation, are foclear- 
ly revealed,that we cannot erre in them,unleſs we be 
notoxtoully waiting to our felves; herein the fault of 
the judgment isreſolved wto a precedent default in the 
will : and fo the caſe is put out of doube, But here je 
may be replyed, are not truths of abſolute and funda- 
mentall neceſſity , very difputable : as the Deity of 
Chriſt, che Trivity of Perſons? if they are not in 
themſelves diſputable, why are they ſo much diſpu- 
ted? Indeed I belteve if we trace theſe diſpures to their 
originall canſe we fhall find, that they never ſprung 
from a reluCtancy in Reafon to embrace them, For 
this. reaſon it ſelf diftates as moſt rationall, to afſent 
toany thing though ſeemingly contrary. to Reaſon , 
if it is revealed by Crod, and we are certaine of the 
Revelation, 'T heſe two ſuppoſed, theſe diſputes muſt 
needs ariſe only from curioſity and ſingularity ; and 
theſe are the faults of adiſeaſed will, But ſome will 
further demand in behalf of theſe men, whether ſuch 
as aſſent to every wordin Scripture, for ſo will thoſe 

LE 5 --, . Jas thar 
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| [8] 
| thatdeny the naturalll deity of Chrift and the Spiric 7 
can be yet ſaid in DoCtrinals to deny Chriſt? to this I | 
anſwer,fince words abſtracted from their proper ſenſe | 
& ſignification, looſe the nature of words, & are only | 
equivocally ſo called : in aſmuch as the perſons -we'| 
ſpeak of, take them thus ; 8 derive the letter from | 
Chriſt, bur the ſignification from chemſelyes, they | 
cannot be ſaid properly toaſlent 'fo much as to the | 
words of the Scripture, And fo their caſe alſo is clear, 
But yet more fully to itate the matter, how farre a 
deniall of Chriſt in beliefe and judgment is damna- 
ble : We will propoſe the queſtion, Whether thoſe 
that hold the fundamentals of faith, may deny Chriſt 
damnably, inreſpeCt of thoſe ſuperltruEtures and con- 
ſequences that ariſe from them? I anſwer in breif b 
fundamental! truths are underſtood, 1. Either ſuch 
without the belief of which we cannot be ſaved, or , 
2, ſuch, the belief of which is ſufficient toſave : If the * 
ueſtion be propoſed of fundamentalls in this latter | 
{nſec containes its own anſwer ; for he that believes | 
thoſe truths, the belief of which is ſufficient to ſave , 
the diſbelief or deniall of cheir conſequences cannot 
damne, But what and how many theſe fundamentals 
are, it will then be agreed upon when all Sects, O- |} 
pinions and Perſwaſtons dounite and conſent, 2 ly, If 
we ſpeak of fundamentalls in the former ſenſe, as they 
are only truths without which we cannot be ſaved : it 
1s manifeſt that we may believe them, & yet be _ 
D | ne 
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ned for denying their conſequences : for that which 


{  isonly a Condition without which we cannot be ſa- 


ved.is not therefore a Cauſe ſufficient to ſave : much 
more is required torhe latter, then to the former, I 
conclude therefore, that todeny Chriſt mn our judg- 
ment,willcondemne, and this concernes the learned: 
Chrilt demands the homage of your underſtanding; he 
will have your reaſon bend to him,you muſtput your 
Heads under his feet, And we know that heretofore 
he who had the Leproſy in this part, was to be pro- 
nounced utterly unclean, A poyſoned reaſon, anin- 


{ fected judgment is Chriſts greateſt enemy, And an 


Error inthe judgment, is like an impoſtume in the 


? Head, which is alwayes noyſome, and frequently 
S mortal]. > 


2, We-may deny Chrilt verbally, and by orall ex- 


preſſions. Now our words are the interpreters of our 
hearts. The tranſcripts of the judgment with ſome 
; fnxrther addition of good or evill, He that interprets 


uſually wlarges. What our judgment whiſpers in ſe- 
cret, theſe proclaimeupon the houſe rop. To deny 
Chritt m the former imports enmity, bur in tiefſe 0- 
pen Defiance, Chrilts paſſion is renewed in both : 


Z he that miſ. judges of him, condemnes him, but he 
! thatblaſphemes him ſpits in his face, Thus the Jewes 
. | & the Phariſees denyed Chrift, We know that this man 
1 zs afomner, Joh,g, 24, and.adecerver, Mat, 29, 63. and 
| be caſts out drvels, by - prince of the divels, 2.Mat, 24; 


3 _ 
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And thus Chrift ts daily denyed, un many bla ſphe. 
mies prunted & divalged, and many horrid Opinions 
vented againſt the truth, The Schooles diſpute whe-f 

' ther in moralls the external Action ſuperadds any] 
thing of good or evill tothe internall elicitaCts of the 
will : but certainly the enmity of our judgments is 
wroughtup to an high pitch before it rages in an open 
deniall, And it 15a {1gne that it is grown too bigge for 
" the Heart, when it ſeeks for vent in our words, Blaf- 
phemy uttered is Error heightned with Impudence. 
[|]. Itis finne fcorninga concealment, not only commit. | 
_ ted, but defended. He that denyes Chrilt in his judg- | 
ment fins, but he that ſpeakes his deviall, vouches and þ 
ownes his ſinne : and ſo by publiſhing ir,does what in | 
him lies to make it Vniverſall : and by writing it to | 
eſtabliſh ic Eternall, There i another way of denying Þ 
Chrift with our Monthes, which is Negative : that is # 
when we doe not acknowledge and confeſse him: but | 
of this I ſhall have occaſion to treat under the difcu- | 
Gonof the third generall Head' | EE : 
- 3, We may deny Cbrilt inour Actionand Practice, | 
_ and theſe ſpeak much Jouder then our tongues, To 
have an Orthodox belief, and a true Profeſhon, con- | 
curring with a bad life, is only to. deny Chrift with a | 
greater folemnity. Belief & Profeſhon will ſpeak thee | 
| a Chriſtian but very faintly, whenthy converſation | 
|t{ proclaunes thee an mfidell. Many while they have | 
[| Preached Chetlt intheir Sermons have reada _—_ 
'I: : : : s. OL 
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nce' 


nit. | 
dg- | 
and | 
t in | ny 2 When ſuch men Preach of ſelf-denyal and humi- 


t to | ity I cannot but think of Sexeca, who praiſed Pover- 


1N F | 
t S 7 Riches and Gardens ; and even exhorted the world to. 
but | 
cu- | jeCtures ) that he might gather itup ; So theſe deſire 
7 men to be humble, that they thay domineer without: 


LY ion, But it 1s an eaſie matter to com 
ce, | oppoſitian t e commend 


To 


2ON« | 
ha} 
hee | perſons when he ſhall draw forth all their AEtions 
{ bare and\tript from this deceiving vaile of their hea- 


10n | 
= venly. ſpeeches ! He will then ſay, it was not your fad 


ave | 
ure | 


of 


| [-It 7 ; 
of Atheiſme in their praCtice, We: have: many here 


that ſpeak of Godlineſs, Mortification and Selt-deni- 
all ; but if theſe are ſo, what means che Bleating of 


the Sheep, and the lowing of the Oxen, the noiſe of 
their ordmary fins, and the cry of their great ones ? If 
Godly, why do they wallow anditeep inall carnali- 
ties of the world, under pretence of Chriſtian liberty? 
Why do they make Religion ridiculous by pretend- 
ing to Prophecy, and when. their Prophecies prove 
deluſions, why doe they Blaſpheme ? If ſuch are ſelf- 
denyers, What means the griping, the prejudice, rhe 
covetouſneſle , and .the pluralities -preached againſt, 
and retained, and the Arbitrary Cqovernment of ma- 


ty, and that very ſafely, in the midlt of his great 


throw away their Gold, perhaps ( as one well con- 


atience, when there 1s no danger of any tryall. to exe 
toll bumulity in the mid(t of honours, to begin a Faſt 
after dinner. But Q how Chrilt will deal. with ſuch 


Countenance, nor your Hypocriticall groaning, by 
which 


[ 12 ] 
which you did cicher confeſle or honour me: but your 
 Worldlineſs, your luxury, your ſiniſter partial deal- 
ing ; theſe havedenyed me, theſe have wounded me, 
theſe have gone to my heart : theſe have cauſed the 
weak toſtumble, and the profane to blaſpheme: theſe 
' have offended the one, and hardned the other, You 
have indeed ſpoke me fair, you have ſaluted me with 
your lips, but even.then you betray'd me, Depart 
from me therefore you profeſlors of holineſs, but you 
workers of in1quity. | 

And thus havingſhewn che three wayes by which 
Chriſt may be denyed, it may now be demanded , 
which is the deniall here intended in the words, 

Anſwer 1, I conceive if the words are taken as they 
were particularly and perſonally direCted to the A- 
poſtles upon the occaſion of their miſſion to preach 
the Goſpel, ſo the denyall of him, was the nor ac- 
knowledgment of the Deity or Crodhead of Chriſt ; 
and the reaſon toprove, that this was then Principal- 
ly intended, is this;Becauſe chis was the truth in thoſe 
dayes cheifly oppoſed , and molt diſbelieved , as ap- 
peares, becauſe Chriſt and the Apoſtles did molt ear- 
neſtly inculcate the belief of this , and accepted men 
upon the bare acknowledgment of this, and Baptiſme 
. was adminiſtred to ſuch as did but profeſs this, 8 /&s 
* 37,38, And indeed as this one Aphoriſme Jeſus Chriſt 
zs the Son of. God, 1s Vertually and eminently the 
whole Goſpel, ſo to confeſs or deny it 1s vertually to 


—_— 


embrace 


L393 1 
embrace or reject the whole round and ſeries of Grof- 
pell truths. For he that acknowledges Chriſt to be 
the ſonne of Crod, by the ſame does conſequentially 
acknowledge that he is to be believedand obeyed, in 
whatſoever he does enjoyne and deliver to the ſonnes 
of men : and therefore that we are to repent and be- 
lieve and relt upon him for ſalvation , and to deny 
our ſelves: and within the compaſs of this 1s included 
waatſoever is called Croſpell, | 
As for the manner of our denying the deity of Chrilt 
here prohibited, I conceive it was by words and orall 
expreſſions verbally to deny, and diſ-acknowledye it : 
This Iground upon theſe reaſons, 
1, Becauſe it was ſuch a deniall as was before men [ 
and therefore conſilted in open Profeſſion , for a de- 
niall in judgment and praCtice, as ſuch , is not al- 


| wayes before men, 


2, Becauſe it was ſuch a-deniall or confeſſion of 
hum as would appear in Preaching : but this 1s man- 
naged in words and verball profeſſion, 

Bur now 2ly.. If we take the words as they area 
generall precept equally relating to all times, and to 
all perſons, though delivered only upon a particular 
occaſion to the Apoſtles (as I ſuppoſe they are to be 
underſtood ) fo 1.chink they comprehend all che three 
wayes mentioned of confeſling or denying Chriſt: but 
principally in reſpect of practice and char 1, Becanſe 
by this he is moſt honoured or diſhonoured, 2, Be- 
; he D - caule 2} 
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: [14] 
cauſe without this the other two cannot ſave, 23, Be- 
cauſethoſe. who are ready enough to confeſs both in 
judgment and profeſſion, are for the moſt part very 
pro to deny him ſhametully im their doings,” 

Paſs we now toa Second thing, to ſhew 

Whatare the Cauſes inducing men to deny Chriſt 
11 his truths, I ſhall propoſe Three, 

x, The ſeeming ſuppoſed abſurdity of many truths: 
Vpon this foundation Hereſie alwayes builds, The 
Heathens derided the Chriſtians, that [till they re- | 
quired and preſled belief, and well they might ( ſay | 
they ) ſince the Articles of their Religion are ſo ab- 
{urd, that upon Principles of Science they can never | 
winn aſſent, It is eaſy to draw it forth & demonſtrate, | 
how upon this ſcore the cheif Herefies that now are 
faid totrouble the Church, doe oppoſe and deny the | 
Moſt important truths in Divinity, As firſt, here the | 

 denyer of the Deity and ſatiſfaCtion of Chriſt, What 
{ ſaies he )can theſame Perſon be Crod and man? the} 
Creature and the Creator ? can we aſcribe ſuch atcri- 
bates to the fame thing, whereof one implyes a Ne- 
ation and a Contradiction ofthe other 2 'Can he be 
alfo Finite and Infinite, when to be fmite is not tobe 
infinice, and tobe infinite-not to befinite? And when 
-wediſtirguiſh between the Perſon, ard the Nature, 
was-not that diſtinEtionan invention of the Schooles , 
fvourirg rather-of Metaphyſicks, then Divinity ? Tf 
we ſay that he muſt have bin God, becanſe he was 


| ( 15] 
to mediate betweenius & God, by the ſarhe reaſon they 
will reply,weſhould need a Mediatox berweenus and 
Chriſt, whois equally Grod,. equally offended. 'Then 
for his ſatisfaCtion,they will demand to whom this ſa- 
tisfaCtion is paid 2 If to Grod,then Cod payes a Price 
to himſelf : and what is it elſe to require and need no 
ſatiſfaEtion, then for one to ſatisfie himſelf 2 Next 


comes 1n the Denyer of the Decxees and free grace of 
Cod, What ( fates he ) ſhall we exhort, admoniſh , 


| andintreat the Saints to beware of falling away fanal= 
| ly, and at the ſame tume aſlert that it is impoſlible for 
{ them fo to fall? what ſhall we ereEt two contra- 


dictory V Vills in Crod, or place two contradiCtoryes 


# in the ſame VVill : and make the V'Vill of his Pur- 


poſe and Intention run counter to the V Villof his 
Approbation? Hear another concerning the Scripture 


| Juſtification, V Vhat ( ſaies the Romanilt) relye | 
1n matters of faith upon a private Spirit? How doe 
| you know this 1s the ſence of ſucha Scripture? V Vhy 


by the Spirit, But how will you try that Spirit to 


| be of God 2 Why by the ſcripture: this he explodes 


as a Circle, and fo derides ir, Then for Juſtification, 
How are you Juſtified by an imputed Righteouſneſs? 
Is it yours before it is imputed, or not : if not ( as 
we mult fay )1is this tobe Juſtified, ro have that ac- 
counted yours,that is not yours ? But again, did you 


ever hearof any man made rich or wiſe by imputati- 


on 2 why then Righteous or Juſt ? Now theſe ſeem- 
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ing Paradoxes, attending Croſpel| truths, cauſe men 
of weak prejudicedintelleCtualls todeny them, and in 
them Chrilt , being aſhamed to owne faith ſo much | 
( as they think ) to the diſparagement of their Rea- | 
on. 

z, 'The Second thing cauſing men to deny the 
truths of Chriſt, is their Voprofitableneſs, And no | 
wonder if here men forſake the cruth & aſſert intereſt, | 


To be pious is the way to be poor, Truth till gives tes 


. followers its own Badge and Livery,a deſpiſed naked- | 


neſs, It is hard to maintaine the truth, but much har 
der to be maintained by it: could it ever yet feed, 
clothe, or defend its aſlertors? Did ever any man | 
quench his thirſt, or ſatisfie his hunger with a Noti- | 
on? Did ever any one live upon Propoſitions ? "The | 
Teſtimony of Brutus concerning vertue, is the appre- | 
henſion of moſt concerning truth * thatit is a Name, | 
but /rves and eſtates are thivgs, and therefore not to be 

thrown away upon Words. "That we are neither to } 


. worſhip or cringe to any thing under the Deity is a | 


truth too {tkrift fora Naaman.: he can be content to 
worſhip the true Grod, but then it mult be in che 
houſe of Rimmon: the reaſon was implyed in his con- | 
dition, he was Captaine of the Hoſt, aud therefore he | 
thought it reaſon good to bow to Rimmon, rather 


. thenendanger his place : better Bow, then Break, In- 


deed ſome times Providence caſts things fſo., that | 


* truth and intere(t lie the ſame way : and when it is 


wrapt 


 —__ 


[17] | 
wrapt up in this covering-men can be content to fol- 
low it, to preſle hard after it , but it is as we purſue 
ſome beaſts only for their s«kins: take of the covering,& 


| though men obraine tne truth, they would lament the 
| loſs ofthat, As Jacob wept and mourned over the torn 
. Coat, when Foſeph was alive, Ir is incredible to con- 


ſider how interelt outweighes truth, Ifa thing mit 
ſelf be doubtfull, letic make for intere(t and it ſhall 


I be raiſed atleaſt intoa Probable; and if a truth be 


| certaine , and thwart intereſt , it will quickly fetchit 


down to buta Probabulity ; nay if it does nor carry 


with it an impregnable Evidence, it will goe near to 
# debaſe it roadown right falſity, How much intereſt 


caſts the Ballance m caſes dubtous, I could give ſun- 
dry inſtances, let one ſuffice, And that concerning the 


) unlawfullneſs of Uſury, Moſt of the Learned menin 


the world ſucceiively both Heathen and Chriſtian 
doe aſlert the taking of Uſe to be utterly unlawfull:; 
yet the Divines of the Reformed Church beyond the 
Seas though moſt ſevere and rigid in other thirigs, doe 
genera)ly affirme it to be lawfull, 'That the caſe'is 
doubtfull and may be diſputed with plauſible argu- 
ments oneither {1de, we may well grant : But what 
then 1s the reaſon that makes theſe Divines ſo unan- 
mouſly concurre in this opinion 2 Indeed I ſhall not 
affirme this to be the reaſon, but it may ſeem fo to 
many : that they receive their Salaryes by way of 


penſion, in preſent ready money, and ſo have noother* | 


3 way 
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way toimprove them; fo that it may be ſuſpected ; 
that the change of their ſalary, would be the (trongeſt 
argument to change their opinion, The truth is, In- 
tereſt is the grand wheel and ſpring that moves the 
whole Vniverſe, Let Chriſt and T'rath ſay what they 
will, if intereſt will have it, gain muſt be Godlineſs : 
If Enthuſtaſme is im requeſt, learning muſt be incon- 
ſiſtenc with Grace. If pay grows ſhort, the Vniver- 
ſity Maintenance mult be too great, Rather then 
Pilate will be counted Ceſars enemy, he will pro- 
 nounce Chriſt innocent one hour, and condemn him 
che next, How Chriſt is made to truckle under the 
world, and how his truths are denyed and ſhuffled 
with for profit and pelf, the cleareſt proof would be 
by InduEtion and Example, But as it is the moſt clear, 
fo here-it would be the moſt unpleaſing : Wherefore 
I ſhall paſs this over,ſince the world is now fo peccant 
upon this account,that I am afraid Inſtances would be 
miſtaken for Irvetrrves, | 
3. The third Cauſe inducing men to denyChiilt in 
his truths, is their apparent danger, To confeſs Chriſt, 
3s the ready way to be calt out of the Synagogue, 
The Church is a place of Crraves as well as of Wor- 
ſhip and profeſſion, To be reſolute in a Crood cauſe | 
i5to bring upon our ſelves the puniſhments due to a | 
Bad. 'Truth indeed is a profeſſion of the higheſt va- 
lue, and therefore it muſt reeds expoſe the owner 
to much danger, Chrilt is ſometimes pleaſed to make 
""2 m0 ig | the 


Z truth of Chriſt , but cr 
| then{o generally attended with this Event, that Myr- 


a# - » 


[19] 
the profeſſionof himſelf coſtly, and a man camnothuy 
the Truth but he mult pay down his life and his 


 dearelt blood for ic. Chritiarity marks a man out for 


deſtruction : and Chrilt ſometimes chalks out ſuch a 
way to Salvation, that ſhall verifie his own ſaying, 
He that will ſave his life ſhall looſe 3, The firſt ages of 
the Church had a more abundant experience of this ; 
What Pauland the xelt planted by their Preaching, 
they watered with their Blood, We know their uſage 
was ſuch as Chriſt foretoldyhe ſen them to V Volves, 
and the common.courſe then was:Chriſzauos ad Leones, 
For a man togive his name to Chriſtiarity in thoſe 
dayes, was to |ilt himſelf a Martyr, and to bid fare- 
well not only to the pleaſures but alfo to the hopes 
of this life, Neither was it a {wygle death only chac 


| then attended this profeſſion , but the Tersour and 
| ſharpneſs of it was redoubled in the manner and cir- 


cumſtance, 'They had Perſecutors, whoſe invention 
was as great as their cruelty, V Vit and Malice Gon- 


{ fpired to find out ſuch tortures , ſuch deaths, and 


thoſe of ſuch incredible anguiſh, that only the manner 
of dying was the puniſhment, Death it ſelf the deli- 
verance, Tobe —_— {ignifies.only to witneſs the 

e witnefling of thetruth was 


tyrdom now {1gnifies not only to witneſs;but to witneſs 
by death, "The word beſides its.own f1gnification im- | 
porting their praGtice : And fince'Chriftians have | 
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_ turned Chriſtian, ic has improved its perſecution in- 
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| Miſery to ſuch as loveit, they are reſolved tobe Cun- 


ws 


=) | 
been freed from Heathens, Chriſtians themſelves have 
turned perſecutors, Since Rome from Heathen was 


to an Inquiſition, Now when: Chrittand rruth are up- 
on theſe termes, that men cannot confeſſe him , but 
upon paine of death, the reaſon of their Apoſtacy and 
Deniall is clear ,men will be wiſe and leave 'Truth and 


nivg, let others run the hazard of being Sincere, If 
they muſt be good at ſo high a rate, they know they 
may be ſafe at a cheaper, S? negare ſufficiat, quis erit 
Nocens ? If todeny Chriſt will ſave them, the truth 
ſhall never make chem guilty, Let Chriſt and his 
flock ly open & expoſed toall weather of Perſecuti- 
on, Foxes will be ſure to have holes, And if it comes 
to this that they muſt eirher renounce Religion, deny 
and Blaſpheme Chriſt, forfeit thear lives to the fire or 
the ſword, it is but inverting Jobs wives advice, Curſe 
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Gol and live, 


3. Weproceed now to the 'T hird thiwg, which is to Þ © 
ſhew,how farre a man may conſult his ſafety, ec 
_ 'This he may doe T wo Wayes, = 
1, By witidrawig ht: Perſon, Martyrdome is an 
Heroick act of faith, An Archieivement beyond an |} © 
Ordinary pitch of it: to you ſaies the Spirit it is grven 
zo ſuffer, 1 Phil, 29; Tt 15a peculiar additionall pitt : 
itis adiltinguiſhing excellenCy of degree, uot an eſsen- J 
tiall conſequent of its Nature, Be ye harmleſſe as m_ 
| aies 


" -F*234 ] 
ſaies Chriſt 5 and it :is as Natural to-them -to take 


| flight upondanger, as.to be Innocent: Let every man 


throughly conſult the temper of his faith, and weigh 
his courage with his fears; his weakneſs and his Reſo- 
lutions together, and take the meaſure of both, and 
ſee which preponderates, and if his ſpirit faints,if his 
heart miſgives and melts at the very thoughts of the 


fire, let him flye and ſecare his own ſoul, and Chriſts 


honour, Nor negat Chriſtum fugtendo qui ideo fugit ne 


neget : He does not deny Chriſt by flying, who there- 


fore flyes that he may tpt deny him. Nay, he does 


not ſo much decline, ab rather change his Martyr- 
dome : He flyes from the flame, but repaires toa 
Deſart ; to poverty and hunger in a wilderneſs, 
Whereas if he would diſpence with his conſcience, & 
deny his Lord,or ſwallow down two or threeContra- 
dictory oaths, he ſhould neither fear the one, nor be 
forced to the other. | 
2, By concealing his judgment, A man ſometimes 

15 no more-bound to ſpeak than to deſtroy himſelf ; 
and as Nature abhors this,ſo Religion does not com- 
many that, In the tunes of the Primitive Church ; 
when the Chriſtians dwele amongſt Heathens , it is 
reported of a certain Mayd, how ſhe came from her 
Fathers houſe, to one of the 'T'ribunals of the Gene 
tiles, and declared her ſelfa Chriſtian , ſpit in the 
Judges face, and ſo provoked him to cauſe her to be 
executed, Bur will any ſay that this was to confeſle 
E | Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, or dye a Martyr ? He that uncalled for, uii- 
compelled, comes and proclaims a Perſecuted Truth, 
for which he is ſure to dye, onely dyes a Confeſſour 
of his own folly, and a Sacrifice to his own raſhneſs, 
Martyrdome is ſtampr ſuch onely by Grods com- 
mand ; and hee that ventures-upon it without a Call 
muſt endure it without a Reward : Chriſt will ſay, 
who required this at your hands 2 Hlis Goſpel does not 
_ dictate umprudence :No Evangelical Precept juſtles 
out that of a lawful] ſelf-preſervation, He therefore 
that thus throws himſelt upon the Sword, runs to 
Heaven before he 1s ſent for : where though- perhaps 
Chriſt may in mercy receive the man, yet he will be 
fure todiſown the Martyr. 

And thus much concerning thoſe lawfull wayes of 
ſecuring our ſelves in time of Perſecution ; not as if 
theſe were alwaies lawfull : For ſometimes a man is 
| bound to confeſle Chriſt openly, though hee dyes for 
it 3 and to conceal a 'T ruth is todeny it, But now to 
ſhew when it 1s our duty, and when unlawfull to take 
theſe courſes, by ſome generall rule of a perpetual , 
never-failng truth, none ever would yet . preſume :} 
For, as Ariſtotle fates, We are not to expett Demonſtratt- 
ons in Ethicks, or Politicks, nor to build certain rules up- 
on the contingency of humane Afttons: $0, mas much as 
our flying bg erſecution, our confeſling , or con- 
cealing perſecuted Truths, vary and change their very 

nature, accordivg to different circumſtances of _ 
of "i ; . place 


[23] 


un lace; and perſoiis, we cannot Ijmit their DireCtions 
MN wichin any one ufiiverſal] Precept. You will fay then, 


our How ſhall we know when to confeſs, when to con- 
els. cealea Truth? when towair for', when to decline 
M-Y Perſecution ? Indeed the onely way that I think can 
lf be preſcribed in this caſe, is to beearneſt, and unpor- 
*Y FE runate with Crod in Prayer for ſpecial direCtiur: And 
noty it is not tobe imagined, that he who is both faichfull 
les and merciful, will leave a ſincere foul in the dark up- 
orel 1 fach an occaſion, But this J ſhall adde, that the 
5 00 Miniſters of Crod are not to evade, or take refuge in 
2P5R| any of theſe two forementioned wayes, They are pub- 
| be lique perſons: and good Shepheards mult then chiefly 

ſtand cloſe to the Flock when the wolf comes, For 
Ss of them to be ſilent in the Cauſe of Chriſt is to renounce 


s if it; and to fly,is to deſert it, As for that place urged in 
15h favour of the contrary,in 23. v. when they perſecute you 
for ;, this C ity fleemnto another, it proves nothing ; for the 
d ke Precept was particular, & concerned onely theApoſiles; 
ake 


& that but for that time in which they were then ſent 
to the Jews, at which time Chriſt kept them as a re- 
*© ſerve for the future : For when after his death the 

'were indifferently ſent both to Jews & Gentiles, we 


to ſigne the Truths they preached with their blood ; 
as we know they aCtually did, And moreover, when 


IF Chriſt bids them, being perſecuted in one City fly into 
"© '} - another, it was not C as Gyrotiue acutely obſerves ) that 
ns ne Ra : 


bey | 


EE CEC_y 


OO OO OG IO AI 


find not this clauſe in their Commiſhon,but they were - 


| 7 "> Be 
they might lye hid, orbee ſecure in that City, but 


Wh! - charchere they might Preach the Croſpel : So that 


their flight here was nor to ſecure their Perſons, but to 
continue their buſineſs, I conclude therefore, that 
faichfull Miniſters are to {tand and endure the brunt. 
A common ſouldier may Fly , when it is the duty of 
 himthar holdsthe ſtandard to dye upon the place. 
And we have abundant encouragement ſo to doe, 
Chriſt has ſeconded and ſweetned his command with 
his promiſe : Yea the thing it ſelf is not onely our du- 
ty, "- our glory, And he that has done this work , 
has in the very work partly received his wages, And 
were it put to my choice, I think I ſhould chuſe ra- 
* ther with ſpitting and ſcorn to be tumbled into the 
ny duſt inblood, bearing witneſs toany known 'Truth 
Wf ofourdear Lord, now oppoſed by the Enthuſiaſts of 
Wt - thepreſent Ape, than by a denyal of thoſe 'T'ruths 
through Blood and Perjury wade to'a Scepter, and 


WW ' Lord itin a Throne, And we need not doubt, but 


Truth, however oppreſſed, will have ſome follow- 
ers, and at length prevaile, A Chriſt, though Cruci- 
' fied, will ariſe: And as it is inthe 11 Rev. 3, The Wit- 
neſſes will Propheſie, hoogy it bein Sackeloth, | 

_ Having thus diſpatched the third thing, I proceed 
to the fourth, which is to ſhew, what it is for Chrilt to 
deny us before his Father in Heaven, Hitherto we 
have treated of mens carriage to Chriſt in this world; 
now we will deſcribe his carriageto them in the other, 


_ Theſe | 
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his very heart, And then after all,Chriſt, from whom 


[25] | 
Theſe words clearly relate to the laſt Judgement, and 
they are a ſummary deſcription of his proceeding, 
with men at that day, 
And here we will conſider: . 
1, 'The Action it ſelfe , He will deny them, | 
2, 'The Circumſtance of the Action, He will deny 


them before his Father, and the holy Angels, 


1, Concerning the firſt ; Chriſts denying us , is 
otherwiſe expreſled in the 13 Luke 29, T know you not. 
To know in Scripture language is to Approve ; and 
ſo not to know, 1s to Reject and condemne, Now 
who knows how many Woes are crowded into this 
one ſentence, 1 will deny bim ? It is ( to ſay no more ) 
a compendious expreſſion of Hell, an Eternity of 
'Tormencs compriſed in a word : it is Condemnation 
it ſelf, and what 1s moſt of all , it is Condemnation 
from the mouth of a Saviour, O the inexpreſſible 
horror that will ſerze upon a poor ſoul-when he ſtands 
arcaigned at the Barre of Divine Juſtice ! When he 
ſhall look,about &'ſee his Accuſer,his Judg, the Wit- 
neſles all of them his remorſleſs Adverſaries : 'Fhe 


Law impleading, Mercy : and the Goſpel upbraid- 


ing him, the Devill, his grand Accuſer, drawing his 


" Inditment z numbring his ſinnes with the greateſt 


.exaCtneſs, and aggravating them with the cruelleſt 
-bitterneſs, and Conſcience,like a thouſand Witneſſes, 


attelling every Article, flying in his face, and rending 


O 
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only Mercy could be expeCEted , owning the Accuſa- 
tion, It will be Hell enough to hear the ſenterice; the 
very Promulgarion ofthe Puniſhment will be part of 
the Paniſhment, and anticipate the Execution, If Pe- 
ter was ſo abaſhed when Chriſt gave hima look after 
his denyall ; ifthere was ſo much dread in his looks 
when heſtood as Prifoner, how much greater will it 
bee when he fits asa Judg ? If it was ſo feartull when 

_ he looked his Denyer into Repentance, what will it 
be when he ſhall look him into DeſtruCtion ? Believe 
it when we ſhall hear an Accuſation from an Advo- 
cate, our Eternall doome from our Interceſlour , it 
will convince us that a Denyall of Chritt is ſomething . 
more than a few tranſitory words : What trembluig, 
what out-cries, what aſtoniſhment will there be upon 

.- the pronouncing this ſentence ! Every word will 
come upon the {inner like.an Arrow [triking thr ugh 
his reines ; like Thunder that is heard, and conſumes 
at the ſame inſtanc, Yea it will bea Denyal with ſcorn, 
with taunting exprobrations; & to be-miſerable with- 
out commailſeration,is the height of miſery. He that 
falls below Pitty, can fall no lower, Could I give you 
a lively repreſentation of guilt and horrour -on this 
hand, paint out eternall wrath, &'decypher eternall 
Vengeance on the other,then might I ſhew you the con- 
dition of a ſinner hearing himſelf denyed by C hriſt : 
Andfor thoſe whom Chriſt has denyed, it will be in 
vaine to appeale to the Farher z unleſs wee can ima- 
| Ine 
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| [27] r | 
gre ; that thoſe whom Mercy has condemned, Ju. 
| 


ice will abſolve, . | 
2. For the Circumſtance, He will deny ut before his 


" Father, and the boly Angels, As muchas Grodis more 
« | glorious than man, fo much isit more glorious to be 

ks confeſled before him, than before men : And fo much 

| gloryas there is in being - confelled, ſo much difho- 

en | nour there is in being denyed, If there could be any 
«> | room for comfort after the ſentence of damnation, 1t 

ve | would bethis, to be executed in ſecret, to periſh Un- 

3. | obſerved. Asit is ſome allay to the infamy of him 

ir | that dyed ignominiouſly, to be buried privately, But 

e | whena mans folly muſt be ſpread open beforeAngels, 


and all his baſeneſs ript up before thoſe pure Spirits, |} 
5 | this will bea double Hell : to be thruſt into utter 
1] Darkneſs, only to be puniſhed by it,without the bene- 
fit of being concealed, When Chriſt ſhall compare 


- himſelf, whowas denyed, and the thing for which 
| | he wasdenyed rogether, and parallel his merits with 


1: || aluſt, and lay Eternity in the Ballance withatrifle, 
then the folly of the {1nners choice ſhall be the grea- 
telt ſting of his deſtruEtion, For a man ſhall not have 
the advantage of his Former Ignorance and Error, to 
11 | approve his ſinne : Things that appeared amiable by 
the light of this world, will appear of a different 


7" odious hue in the clear diſcoveries of the Next : 
in As that which appears tobe of this colour by a dimn 


candle, will befound tobe of another look'd upon in 
the 
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_ © theday, So when Chriſt ſhall have cleared up mens 


apprehenſ1ons about the value of things; he will pro- 
poſe that worthy Prize for which he was denyed: He 
will hold it up to open view,and call upon Men & An., 
gels: Behold,look,here's the thing, here's that peice of 
dirt,that windy applauſe, that poor tranſitory pleaſure, 
that contemptible danger,for which I was diſhonoured, 
 - my Truths diſowned,and for which life,cternity, and 
God himſelf was ſcorned and trampled upon by this 
ſinner: Judg all the world,whether what he ſo deſpiſed 
in the other life,he deſerves to enjoy in this? How will 
the coridemned ſinner then crawle forth,and appear in 
his falth and ſhame before that undefiled , 'Tribu- 
nall, like a 'Toade or 4 Snake in a Kings preſence 
Chamber, Nothing ſo irkſomeas to have ones folly 
diſplaied before the Prudent: ones impurity before 
the Pure: Andall this before that company ſurround- 
ing him, from which he is neither able to look off, nor 
yet to look upon. A diſgrace put. upon a man in compas 
ny is nnſupportable: it is heightened according to the 
oreatneſs,and multiplyed according to the number of 
OE that hear it, And now as this circumſtance 


| I [before bis Father] full y ſpeaks the ſhame,ſo alſo it ſpeaks 


the danger.of Chriſts then denying 'us; For when the 
accuſation is heard, and the perſonſtands convict , 
God'is immediately lifting up his hand to inflict the 
eternall blow ; and when Chrilt denyes to exhibite a 
ranſome, to ſtep between the{troak then coming, and 

2. SO the 
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lique 8 endamaged,and therefore becomes puniſhable 


[ 29 ] 
the ſinner, it muſt inevitably fall upon him, and ſinke 
his guilty ſoul into that deepand bottomleſs gulph of 
endleſs perdition, 'T his therefore is the - ſumme of 
Chriſts denying us before his Father, v:z., Unſup- 


| portable ſhame, unavoydable deſtruction, 


I proceed now to the Vſes that may be drawn 
from the 'T'ruths delivered, And here (Right Ho- 
nourable ) not only the preſent. occaſion, but even the 
words themſelves ſeem eminently to addreſle an Ex- 
hortation to your Honours, As for others not to de- - 
ny Chriſt, is openly to profeſs him; ſo for you who 
arcinvelted with Authority , not to deny him, is to 
defend him, Know therefore, that Chrilt does not 
only deſire but demand your defence , and that in a 
double reſpect, 

1, In.reſpect of his Truth, 2, Of his Members, 

1, He requires that you ſhould defend and confeſs 
him in his Truth, Herefie is a Tare ſometimes rot 
tobe pulled up but by the Civill Magiſtrate, 'The 
word Liberty of Conſctence, is much abuſed for the 
defence of it. becauſe not well underſtood, Every man 
may have Liberty of conſcience to think and judge as 
he pleaſes, but not to vent what he pleaſe, 'The rea- 
{on1s, becauſe Conſcience bounding it ſelfe within the 


thoughts, is of private concernment,& the cognizance 


of theſe belong only to Crod : but when an opinion 
1s publiſhed, it concerns all chat hear it, and the pub- 


b 


| 4% 8 
by the Magiſtrate, to whom the care of the publique 
15 entruited, Bur there 1s one truth that concerns 


both Miniſtery.& Magiſtracy,& All; which is oppo-' 


fed by thoſe who affirm,that none ought to Govern upon 


the Earth but Chrift in perſon: Abſurdly; as if the Pow-. 


ers thar are, deſtroyed his; as if a Deputy were nor 
conſiſtent with a King; as if there were any Oppoſi- 


' tion 1n Subordination, 'They affirm alſo, that the 


Wicked havenoright to their Eſtates, but onely the 
Paithfull, that is, themſelves, ought to poſſeſs the Barth. 
And it.1s not to be queſtioned, but when they come 
eo explaine this principle, by putting it into execution, 


BR there will be but few that have eſtates at Preſent, bur 


will be either found, or made Wicked, 1ſhall not be 
ſourgent to preſs you to confeſs Chriſt by aſlerting 


and owning the 'T'ruth contrary to this, ſince it does I 
not only oppoſe 'Truth, but Propriety, and. here to 


deny Chriſt, would be to deny your Selves. 
2, Chriſt requires you to own and defend him in his 
Members; and amongſt theſe, the chief ofthem, and 


ſuch who moſt fall in your way, the Miniſters; I ſay, 


that deſpiſed, abject, oppreſſed fort of men, the Mi- 
niſters; whom the world would make Antichriſtian, 


| and fo deprive them of Heaven, and alſo ſtrip them 
of that poor remainder of their Maintenance , and ſo. 


allow them no portion upori the Earth, You may 


now. ſpare that diſtinCtion of Scandalous Miniſters, 
lous to be a _—_— 
ANCE 


when it, is even made Scanda 
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[31] 
And as for their diſcouragement \ in the Courts 
of the Law, I ſhall onely note this, that for theſe ma- 
ny years laſt paſt, it has been the conſtant obſervation 


_ ofall , thatifa Miniſter had a Cauſe depending in 


the Court, it was ten to one but it went againſt him, 
I cannot believe your Law jultles out the Goſpel ; 
but if it be thus uſed to undermine Chriſt inhis Ser- 
vants, beware that ſuch Judgments paſſed upon them, 
doe not fetch down CQods Judgments upon the Land; 
and that for ſuch abuſe of the Law,Chriſt does not im 


anger deprive both you and us of its Vſe,(MyLords) 
I make no doubt, but you will meet with many ſuits - 


in your courſe, in which the perſons we ſpeak of are 
concerned, as it is eafie to Prognoſlicate from thoſe 
many worthy Petitions preferred againſt them , for 
which the well-affefted Detitiners will one day recerve 
but ſmall Thanks from the Court of Heaven, But how- 
ever their Cauſes ſpeed in your Tribunals, know thar 
Chriſs himſelf will recognize them in a greater. And 
then what a different face will be putupon things ! 
When the uſurpig, devouring X(zmrods of the world 
ſhall be caſt with ſcorn on the left hand - And Chriſt 
himſelf in-that great Confiſtory ſhall. daign to ſtep 
down from his 'Throne,ard ſingle out a"poor deſpiſed 
Minifter, and as it were taking him by the hand, pre- 
ſent him to, and openly thus confeſs him before , his 
Father, Father, here is a poor ſervant of mine, that 


© for doing his duty imparrially , for keeping a good 
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[32] 
conſcience, and teſtifying my.truths nan Hypoccriti- 
call pretending age, was wrong d, trod upon, ſtript 
of all : Father, I will that there be now a diitin&tion 
made, between ſuch as have owned & confeſſed me 
with the loſs of the world, and thoſe that have deny- ' 
ed, perſecuted and inſulted over me? Ic will be in vain 
then to come and creep for mercy : and ſay, Lord , 
when did we inſult over thee ? when did we ſee thee in 
our Courts, and deſpiſed or opprefled thee ? Chrilts 
reply will bethen quick and ſharp: Verily in as much 


as you did ittoone of theſe little , poor deſpiſed ones, 
 yediditunto Me, 


z, Uſeis of information, to ſhew us the danger as 
well as the baſeneſs of a daſtardly Spirit ; in aſlerting 
the intereſt and truth of Chriſt, Since Chriſt has made 
a Chriftian courſe a Warfare, of all men livwg,a Co- 
ward is the moſt unfit to. make a Chriſtian : whoſe 
infamy is not ſogreat, but it is ſometimes leſs then his 
perill. A Coward does not allwayes {cape with diſ- 
grace, but ſomerimes alſo he loſes his life : wherefore 
let all ſach know , as can enlarge their conſciences 
like Hell, and call any ſinfull compliance ſubmiſſion, 
and ſtyle a Cowardly filence in Chrilts cauſe, diſcre- 
tion and prudence : I fay let them know, that Chriſt 


will one day ſcornchem, and ſpit them with their po- 


licy and prudence into Hell ; and thenlet them con- 
ſult how politick they were fora temporall Emolu- 
ment, to throw away Eternity, All chat cauſes men 

JT ; = 20 


. evenbroke, and his worſhip extirpated ina mocker 


p: [ 33] | 

to deny Chriſt, is eicher the Enjoyments, or the miſe- 
ries of this life : but alaſs at rhe day of Judgment all 
theſe will expire; and as One well Obſerves, what are . F 


we the better for pleaſure, or the worſe for ſorrow 
when it is paſt ? but then {inne and guilt will be (till 
freſh, and Heaven and Hell will be then yet to begin, 
If ever it was ſeaſonable to preach Courage in the de- 
ſpiſed, abuſed cauſe of Chrilt , itis now , when his 
truths are Reformed into nothing , when the hands 
and hearts of his faithfull Miniſters are weakned, & 
that his honour may be advanced, Well, to eſtabliſh 
our hearts in duty, let us before hand propoſe to our 
ſelves the worſt that can happen, . Should Cod in his | 
judgment ſuffer England to be transformed into a -Þ 
Munſter, Should the faithfull be every where Maſla- 
cred, Should the places of learning be demoliſhed , 
and our Colledges reduced (' not only as One in his 
Zeal would have it ) to Three, but to none, Yet aſſu- | 
redly Hell is worſe thenall chis, and is the portion of 
ſuch as deny Chrilt : wherefore let our diſcourage- | 
ments be what they will : loſe of places, lofle of E- 
ſtates, loſs of life and Relations, yet (till this ſentence 
ſtands ratified in the Decretals of Heaven, Czrſed be 


that man, that for any of theſe, ſhall deſert the truth, and 
deny bis Lord, | 
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1 King, 13, Ch, 33, 34. V. 


After this thing Jeroboam returned not from his evill 
' way, but made again of the loweſt of the people Prieſts 

of the Hwb places : whoſoever would, he conſecrated 
wg him, and he became one of the Prieſts of the Hb places. 


And this thing became bn unto the houſe of Jeroboam ; | 
even to cut it off , and to deſtroy it from off the face of © 


the Earth, 


CS POE Eroboam ( from the name of a perſon b2- 
5 COME the charaCter of impiety ) 1s repor- 


POD SENES4.4 


IE! | | 
Ef J bs ted to Poſterity as eminent, or rather no- . 


SIRE torious, for two things ; Uſurpation of 
Fremene® Government, and Innovation of Religi- 
on, * Tis confeſſed, the former is expreſly ſaid to 
have been from God; but ſince God may Order , 
and diſpoſe, what he does not Approve ; and Uſe 
the wickedneſs of men while he ford! 
of the firſt cauſe does not excuſe the malignity of the 
ſecond : And therefore the advancement and Scepter 
_ of Zeroboam was in that Sence onely the work of God, 
in which it is faid, 3 Amos 6, that there is no evill inthe 
——— "a 
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| [38] 
. City which the Lord has not done. But from his attempts - . 
— the Civill Power,he proceeds to Innovate Crods | 
forſhip ; and from the ſubjeEtion of mens bodies 
W and Eſtate: to enflave their Conſciences, as knowi 
i} that true Religion is no friend to an unjuſt Title, 
Wo Such was afterwards the way of Mahomet, to the T'y- 
rantto joyne the Impoſtor, and what he had got by 
the Sword to confirm by the Alcoran; raiſing his em- 
Pire upon two Pillars, Conquelt, and inſpiration, Fe- 
roboam being thus advanced, and thinking Policy the 
beſt Piety , though indeed in nothing ever more be- 
fooled ; rhe nature of {in being not onely to defile , 
but to infacuate : In the 11. chap, and the 27, v, he 
thus argues ; If this. people goe up to doe Sacrifice in the 
 bouſe of the Lord at Jeruſalem, then ſhall the beart of this 
eople turne again unto their Lord, even unto Rehoboam 
King of Judah, and they ſhall kill me, and goe again: unto 
Rehoboam King of Judah, As if hee ſhould have faid, 
'Thetrue Worſhip of God, and the converſe of thoſe 
that uſe it, diſpoſe mien to a conſiderate lawfull Sub- 
jection. And therefore T mult take another courſe : 
my Practice mult not be better then my Title ; what 
was won by Force muſt be contirmed by Deluſion, 
Thus ſin is uſually ſeconded with fin : and a man 
ſeldome commits one finne to pleaſe , but he com- 
muts another-to defend himſelf, As 'tis frequent for 
- the Adulterer to commit murder , to conceal the 
ſhame of his Adulcery, But let us ſee Ferpboams pat 
oe [9 (6 
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| [ 39 ] 
tick procedure mn the next ver, Where upon the King 
took.counſel, and made two Calves of Gold, and ſaid unto 
them, it is too much for you to goe up to Jeruſalem, behold 
thy Gods Ol1fracl, As if hehad made ſuch an Edict : 
I Jerobeam, by the advice of my council, conſidering the 
great diſtance of the temple, and the great charges that pooy 
people are put to in going thither ; as alſo the intolerable 
burden of paying the firſt fruit, and tythes to the _ , 
have confudered of a way that may be more eafie, and leſſe 
burthenſome to the people , as alſo more comfortable to 
the Priefts themſelves ; and therefore ſtriftly enjoyn, that 
' monehenceforth preſume to repaire tothe Temple at Feruſa- 
lem, eſpecially fince God 1s not tyed to any place or form of 
Worſhip ; as alſo becauſe the Devotion of men 48 apt to i| 
clometby ſuch Ceremonies ; therefore bath for the eaſe of Iiſf 
the people, az alſo for the advancement of Religion, we re= | 
quire and command , that all henceforth forbear going up to 
Jeruſalem, Queſtionleſs theſe, and ſuch other Rea- 
- ſons. theImpoltor uſed to infinuate his devout Idola- 
try. And thus the Calves were ſet up, to which Oxen 
multbe ſacrificed; the Crod and the Sacrifice out 
ofthe ſame Herd, And becauſe Iſrael was not.to re- 
turne to Egypt , Egypt was brougat back: to them ; 
thatis, the Egyptian way of Worſhip, the 4prs, or 
Serapis , which was nothing but the Iinage of a Calfe, 
or Oxe, as is clear from moſt Hiſtorians. 'Thus Fe- 
roboam having procured his people gods , the next 
thing was to provide Prieſts, Hereupon to the Calves 
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| Not here, but while he was buſie in his work, and a 


[ 4 ] 

he addesa commiſſion, for the approving, trying , and 
admitting the Raſcality and lowelt of the people to 
miniſter in that ſervice : ſuch as kept Cattel , with a 
liccle- change of their Office, were admitted to make 
Oblacions ro them, And doubtleſs befide the ap- 
probation of theſe, there was a Commiſſion alſo , to 
ejeft ſuch of the Prieſts and Levites of God, as being 
too Ceremoniouſly addiCted to. the 'Temple , would 
not ſerve Jeroboam before Crod , nor worſhip his 
Calves for their Gold, nor approve thoſe two glit- 
tering {1ns for any reaſon of State whatſoever, Ha- 
ving now perfected Divine Worſhip, and prepared 
both Gods and Prieſts : Inthenext place , that he 
might the- better teach his falſe Prieſt the way of 
their new Worſhip, he beginnes the Service himſelf, 
and fo Countenances by his example, what he had 


' enjoyned by his command, in the 1, v, of this chap- 


ter, And Jeroboam ſtood by the Altar to burne Incenſe. 
Burning of Incenſe was then the Miniſterial Office | - 
amonelt them, as Preaching is now amongſt us, So 
that to repreſent you the nature of Feroboams Action: 
It was, as if in a Chriſtian Nation the chief Crover- 
nour ſhould authorize and encourage all the ſoumme 
and refuſe of the people to Preach, and call them 
to the Miniſtery by-uſing to Preach, and invading the 
Miniſterial -Fun&ion himſelf. But Feroboam reſted 


[41] 

Idolatry, he endeavours to.ſerze upon, and commit 
him, inthe 4. v. He beld forth his hand from the Ala , 
and ſaid, lay bold of him, Thus we have him com- 
pleating his ſinne , -and by a ſtrange Impoſicion of 
hands perſecuting the rrueProphetrs as wel as ordaining 
falſe, Butirwas a natural tranſition , and -no wayes 

. wonderful toſee him that ſtood affronting God with 
- falſe Incenſe in the right hand,perſecute with the left, 
-and abet the Idolatry of one Arme with the Violence 
of the other, Now if we lay all theſe things toge- 
ther , and conſider the parts, riſe, and degrees of his 
{inne, we ſhall find, that it was not for nothing , that 
the Spirit of CGrod , ſo frequently , and bitterly m 
Scripture (tigmatizes this perſon : For it onal 
him, firſt incroaching upon the Civil Government , 
thence changing that of the Church , debaſing the 
Office that Crod had made facred; mtroducing a falſe 
way of Worſhip,deltroying the right, And inthis we 

- haveafull and fair deſcription of a foul thing ; that is , 
of an Uſurper,and an Impoltor : or,to uſe one word 
more comprehenſive than both, of Jeroboam the ſonne 
of Nebat who: made Iſrael to finne, = I 
From the Story and PraEtice of Feroboam we 
 mightgather theſe Obſervations, - | 

{ 1. That God ſometimes puniſhes a Notorious ſmme., by 

f: uffering the ſmner to fall mto. a worſe, :. 
Thus Crod puniſhed the Rebellion of the Iſraelites | || 

by permitting them to fall into Idolatry, _ 
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2, There us nothing ſo abſurd but may be obtruded wpon 
the Vulgar under pretence of Religion. 
Certainly otherwiſe a Crolden Calfe could never 
"have been madecither the Obje&t, or the means of 
Divine-Worſhip, : 
3. Sineſpecially that, of Pong Gods Worſhip, as 
Al 


tt leaves a guilt upon the Soul , ſoit perpetuates a blot upon 

the Name, : 
Hence nothing ſo frequent , as for the Spirit of 

Crod toexpreſle wicked, trreligious Kings , by com- 


paring themto hab or Feroboam, It being uſuall to 


-make che firſt and moſt eminent in any kind, not one- 
ly the Standard for Compariſon , but alfothe Rule 


| of Expreſſion, - 


But Tſhall inſiſt onelyupon the words of the Text, 
and what ſhall be drawn from thence, 'There are two 
things in the words that may ſeem to require Expli- 
-Gation, | | 

1, What is meant by the Hyb places, 

2. By the Conſecration of the *Prieſts. 

1. Concerning the High places, 'The uſe of theſe 
in the Divine Worſhip was .generall and ancient. 
And as Dionyſus Voſſme obſerves in his Notes upon 
Moſes Maimonides , the firſt way that was uſed , 
long before 'T'emples were either built , or thought 
lawfull. 'The reaſon of this .ſeemes to be , becauſe 
thoſe, places did not ſhut'up, or confine-the Immen- 


ſity of God, as they houghtan houſe did, and with- 


[ 43 ] | 

all gave his Worſhippers a nearer approach to heaven 
by their Height, Hence we read that the Samart« 
tanes worſhipped upon mount Gerezam, 4 Fob, 20.v, 
And Samuel went uptothe High place to facrifice , 
1Sam, 9,14, And Solomon ſacrificed at the High place 
in Gibeon, 1 King, 3. 4. Yea the Temple it felfe was 
at length built upon a mount or High place, 2 Chy. 3. 
i. You will fay then, Why are theſe pjaces condem- 
ned ? I anſwer, that the uſe ofthem was not candem- 
ned, as abſolutely and alwaies unlawfull in ir ſelfe 5 


but __ after the temple was built , and that God 


had profeſled to put his Name inthat place , and no 
other : 'Therefore what was lawfull in the practice 
of Samuel and Solomon before the Temple was in be- 
ing, was now deteſtable in Feroboam , ſince it was 
conſtituted by Crod the onely place for his worſhip, 
Tobring this Conſideration tothe times of Chriſti- 
anity, Becauſe the Apoltles and Primitive Chriſtians 
preached in houſes, and had onely private meetings , 
in regard they were under Perſecution , and had no 
Churches ; this cannot warrant the praCtice of thoſe 
now adaies, that preferre Houſes before Churches , 
and a Conventicle before the Congregation, 

- 2, For theſecond thing, whichis the Conſecra« 
tion of the Prieſts, it ſeemes to have been correſpon- 
dent to Ordination in the Chriltian Church, Idolaters. 
themſelves were not ſo farr gone , as to venture upon 
the Prieſthood without Conſecrationand a Call, To 
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ſhew all the ſolemnities of this would be tedious, and 
here unneceſſary : 'The Hebrew word which we ren- 
der to Conſecrate, ſignifies tofill the hand , which in- 


© deed imports the manner ef Conſecration, which was 


done by filling the hand : for the Prieſt cut a piece 
of the ſacrifice,and put it into the hands of him that 
was to be conſecrated ; by which Ceremony he re- 
ceived right to Sacrifice, and ſo became a Prieſt, As 


I! - our Ocdiration in the Chriſtian Church, is ſaid to 


have been heretofore tranſaCted by the Biſhops deli- 
vering of the Bible into the hands of him that was to 
be ordained, whereby hereceived power Minilterially 
to diſpenſe the myſteries contained-1n it, and fo was 
made a Preſbyter, 'Thus much briefly concerning 
_ Conſecration, 

'There remains nothing elſe to be explained in the 
words, I ſhall therefore now draw forth the ſenſe of 
them in theſe two Propoſitions, 

1, The ſureſt means to ſtrengthen , or the readieſt to ruin 
the Crvill Power, is ether to eſtabliſh, or deſtroy the Wor- 

ſhip of God in the right exerciſe of Religion, 
2, The next, and moſt effeftuall way to deſtroy Reltgt- 
on, is to Embaſe the Teachers and Diſpenſers of it, 

. Ofboth theſe in their order, | 

For the proſecution of the former-weare toſhew, 

1, The truth of theaſlection, that it is ſo. « 

2, 'The reaſon of the aſſertion why and whence it 
is ſo. 
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1, For the truth of it, it is abundantly evinced 
from all Records both of Divine and Profane Hiſto- 
ry, in which he that runs may read the ruine of the 
State in the deſtruction of the Church , and that nor 
only portended by it as its Signe, but alſo inferred 
from it, as its Cauſe. | 

2, For the Reaſon of the point it may bedrawne 

1, From the Judiciall proceeding of God the great 
King of Kings, and ſupreme Ruler of the Vuiverſe ; 
who for his commands 1s indeed carefull, but for his 
Worſhip Jealous, And thereforein States notorioul- 
ly irreligious , by a ſecret and irreſiſtible power , 
coutermands their deepeſt ProjeCts , ſplics their 
Counce]ls, and ſmites their moit refined Policies with 
fruttration and a curſe : being reſolved that the King- 
domes of the world ſhall fall down before him , ei- 
cher in his Adoration, or their own confuſion, 

2, Thereaſon of the &oEtrine may be drawn from 
the neceſſary dependence of the very Principles of 
government upon Religion, And this I ſhall purſue 
more fully, 'The great buſineſs of government is to 
procure obedience , and keep oft diſobedience : the 
great ſprings upon which thoſe two 1nove are Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, anſwering the two ruling 
affections of mans mind, Hope and Fear, For ſaice 
there 15 a naturall reJuEtancy between the Jndgment 
and the Appetite , the former reſpecting what is ho- 
. ne[t, the latter what is pleaſing, which two qualifica- 
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tions ſeldome concurre in the ſame thing, and with- 
all mans deſ{igne in every AEtion is delight :. therefore 
to render things honeſt alſo praticable, they muſt be * 
firſt —_— deſireable ; which cannot be but by 
propoling honelty cloathed with pleaſure ; and ſince 
it preſents no pleaſure to the ſence, it mult be fetcht 
from the apprehenſion of a future Reward, For 
queſtonleſs duty moves not ſo much upon command 
as promiſe, - Now therefore that which propoſes 
the greateſt and moſt ſutable rewards to obedience , 
& the greateſt terrors & puniſhments to diſobedience, 
doubtleſs is the molt likely to inforce one, and pre- 
vent the other. But it is Religion that does this , 
which to happineſs and miſery joynes Eternity, And 
theſe, ſuppoſing the Immortality of the ſoul, which 
Philoſophy indeed conjeCtures , but only Religion 
proves, or ( which is as good ) perſwades ; I fay theſe 
ewo things, eternall happureſs and eternall miſery , 
meeting with a perſwaſion that the foul is immortall , 
are without controverſy of all others , the firſt the 
molt defireable, and the latter the molt horrible to 
humane apprehenſion, Were it not for theſe, Civill 
government were not able to ſtand before the prevail- 
ing ſwing of corrupt nature , which would know no 
Honeſty, but Advantage, no Duty butin Pleaſure , 
nor any law , but its own Will, Were not theſe fre- 
quently thundred into the underſ{tandings of men , the 
Ss _—_ might enaCt,order & proclaim,Proclama- 
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tions might be hung upon V Valls and Poſts; and 
there they might hang, ſeen and diſpiſed , more like 
MalefaCtors , then Lawes : But when Religion binds 
them upon the Conſcience , Conſcience will either 
perſwade or terrify men into their praCtifte, For put 
the caſe a man knew, and that upon ſure grounds , 
that he might doe an advantagious murder or Robe 
ry, and not be diſcovered, what humane lawes could 
hinder him, which he knowes cannot inflict any pe- 
ralty, where they can make no diſcovery ? But Re. 
ligion aſlures him, that no ſin, though concealed 
from humane eyes,cancither eſcapeCrods ſight in this 
world,or his vengeance in the other,Put the caſe alfo, 
that men looked upon Death without fear , w which 
ſenſe it 1s nothing,or at moſt very little; ceaſing while 
it 15 endured, and probably without Pain, for it ſeizes 
upon the Virtalls and benumms the ſenſes, and where 
there 15no ſenſe, there can be no pain, I ſay, if while 
a man1s aCting his will towards {n , he ſhould alfo 
- thus aCt his reaſon, todeſpiſe death, where would be 
_ theterror of the Magiltrate; who can neither threaten 
or inflict any more ? Hence an old MalefaCtor in his 
Execution,at the Crallowes made noother confeihon 
but this ; that he had very jocundly paſſed over his 
life in ſuch courſes, and he that would not, for fifty 
yeares pleaſure, endure halfan hours paine , deſerved 
to dyea worſe death then himſelf : queſtionleſs this 
man was not ignorant before , that there was ſuch 
Hl 2 —— things 
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things as lawes, aſſizes, and Callowes; but had he 
| conſidered , and believed the Terrors of another 
world, he might probably have found a fairer paſſage 
out of this. If there was not a Miniſter in every Par- 
ih, you would quickly find cauſe to encreaſe the 
number of Conſtables : And if the Churches were not 
imployed to be places to heare Crods law , there 
would be need of them, to be Priſons for the breakers 
of the laws of men, Hence 'tis obſervable that the 
tribe of Lev: , had not one Place or Portion together 
like'the reſt of the Tribes : but becauſe it was their 
office to diſpence Religion, they were diffuſed over 
all the Tribes, chat they might be continually preach. 
ing to the reſt, their duty to Crod ; which is the moſt 
efteCtuall way, to diſpoſe them to Obedience to man: 
for he that truely feares rod cannot deſpiſe the Ma- 
giſtrate. Yea ſo near 1s the connexion between the 
Civill ſtate, and Religious, that heretofore , if you 
look upon well regulated, civilized, heathen Nations, 
| youwlll find the Government and the Prieſthood 
* united in the ſame Perſon : Anus Rex dem hominum, 
| - Phebiue Sacerdos,Virg,3, n,If under the true worſhip 
| of God,Melchiſedech king of Salemand Prieſt of the moſt 
high God, Heb.7.1. Andafterwards Moſes (whom as 
| we acknowledge a Pious, fo Atheilts themſelves will 
confeſs to have been a Wiſe Prince) he, when he took 
theKimgly government upon himſelf, by his own choice, 
ſeconded by Divine inſtitution, velted the _—_— 
his 
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\ , his brother Aaron, both whoſe concernments were fo 
M coupled, thatit Nature had not, yet their Religious, 
nay their civill Interelts, would have made them bro- 
« * thers. Andit was once the deſigne of the Emperour of 
> Germany, Maximilian the fickk, to have joyned the 
\% Popedome and the Empire together, and to have got 
\ > himſelf choſe Pope, & by that meanes derived the Pa- 
\ ** pacy to his ſucceeding Emperours, Had he effeCted it, 
\ doubtleſs there would not have been ſuch ſcuffles be- 
I: > tweenhim & the Biſhop of Rome ; the civill Intereſt of 
N** the State would not have beenundermined,by an Ad: 
_Y verſe Intereſt, mannaged by the ſpecious & potent pre- 
az, tences of Religion, And to ſee even amonglt us, how 
theſe two are united, how the former 1s upheld by the 
> latter: the Magiltrate ſometimes cannot doe his own 
|| > office dexteroully, but by aEting the Miniſter; hence it 
is , that Judges of Afſizes find it neceſſary in their 
Charges,to uſe pathetical diſcourſes of Conſcience,& 
if it were not for the ſway of this,they would often loſe 
the beſt Evidence in the world againſt MalefaCtors , 
which is Confeſſion : for no man would confeſs and 
be Hanged here , but to avoid being Damned here- 
after, 'ThusT have in generall ſhewn the utter inabi- 
liry of the Magiltrate to attam the Ends of Grovern- 
ment , without the Aid of Religion, But it may be 
here replyed,that many are not at at all moved with 
arguments drawn from hence , or with the happy 
or miſerable ſtate of the Soul after death, and there- 
| H 3 fore 
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fore this availes lictle to procure obedience, and con< - 
ſequently to advance Government, I anſwer by con- 
ce{lion : that this is true of Epicures, Atheiſts, and / 
ſome pretended Philoſophers, who have ſtifled the 
Notions of a Deity, and the Souls immortality; but 
but the Unprepoſleſled on the one hand,and the well 
diſpoſed on the other, who both together make much 
the major part of the world, are very aptro be 
affected with a due fear of theſe things : and Religi- 
on accomodating it ſelf to the Cienerality , though 
not toevery particular temper , ſufhiciently ſecures 
Government , inas much as that ſtands or falls ac- 
cording to the Behaviour 'of the multitude, And 
whatſoever Conſcience makes the Grenerality obey, 
to that Prudence will make the reſt conforme, 
Wherefore, having proved the dependance of Go- 
vernment upon Religion, Iſhall now demonſtrate , 
That the Afory-of Crovernment depends upon the 
Truth of Religion, Falſe Religion is1n irs nature 
the greateſt bane and deſtruEtion to Crovernment in 
he World, 'The reaſon is, becauſe whatſoever is 
Falſe , is alſo Weak, Ens and Verum m Philoſophy 
Ire the ſame : and ſo much as any Religion has of 
Falfity , it loſes of ſtrength and exiſtence, Falfity 
rains Authority onely from Ignorance, and therefore 
$indanper to be known ; for from Bewg falſe, the 
xxt immediate ſtepis to be Known to be ſuch, And 
what prejudice this would be to the Civill Govern- 

ment 


So 
- ment, is apparent , if men ſhould be awed into obe- 
dience, and afftrighted from ſin byRewards and Pu- 
niſhments , propoſed to them in ſuch a Religion, 
which afterwards ſhould be deteCted , and found a 
meere falſitie, & Cheat ? for if one part be but found 
to be falſe , it will make the whole ſuſpicious, And 
men will then not onely caſt oft Obedience to the 
Civill Magiſtrate , but they will doe it with diſdaine 
and rage , that they have been deceived ſo long , and 
brought to doe that out of Conſcience which was 
impoſed upon them out of de{1gne : For though men 
are often willingly deceived, yer [till it muſt be under 
an Opinion of being nſtruCted ; though they love the 
Deception, yet they mortally hate it under that a 

pearance : Therefore it 15no wayes ſafe for a Magi- 
{trate, who 15 to build his Dommion upon the Fears 
of men, to build thoſe fears upon a falſe Religion, 
"Tis not to be doubred, but. the abſurdity of Jeroboams 
Calves, made many Iſraelites turn ſubjects to Reho- 
boams Crovernment, that they might be Proſelites to 
his Religion, Herein the Weakneſs of the Turkiſh 
Religion appears, that it urges Obedience upon the 
promiſe of ſuch abſurd Rewards, as that after deach 
they ſhould have Palaces, Crardens, Beautifull Wo- 
men, with all the Luxury that could be : as if thoſe 
things that were the occaſions, and incentives of {in 
inthis world, could be the rewards of Holineſs inthe 


Other. Beſides many other inventions, falſe, and ab- | 


ſurd, 
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ſard, that are like ſo many chinks and holes to diſco® 
ver the rotteneſs of the whole Fabrick, when God 
ſhall be pleaſed to give light to diſcover, and open 
their reaſons to diſcern them, But you will fay, 
What Crovernment more ſure and abſolute then the 
Turkiſh, and yet what Religion more falſe ? 'There- 
fore certainly Ctovernment may ſtand ſure and 
ſtrong, be the Religion. profeſſed never fo abſurd, I 
anſwer that it may do ſo indeed by accident, through 
theltrange peculiar temper and groſs ignorance of a 
people ; as we fee it happen in the 'Turks, the beſt 
part of whoſe Policy , ſuppoſing the abſurdity of 
their Religion, 1s this, that they prokibir Schools of 
Learning ; for this hinders Knowledge, ard Diſputes, 
which ſuch a Religion would not bear. But ſuppoſe 
we,that the Learning of theſe Weltern Nations were 
as great thereas here, and the Alcoran as common 
to them as the Bible to us , that they might have 
free recourſe to ſearch and examine the flawes and 
follies of it, and withall that they were of as inqui- 
fitivea temper as we: And who knows, but as there 
are viciſſitudes in the Crovernment , ſo there may 
happen the ſame alſo in the temper of a Nation, If 
this ſhould come to paſs, where would be their Re- 
ligion 2 And then let every one judge , whether the 
Arcana emperti, and Rel:yionts would not. fall together. 
They have begun co totter already ; for , Mahomet , 
having promiſed to come and viſit his Followers, and 
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late them to Paradice after a thouſand years; this 
being expired , many of the -Terfrans beganne to 

' doubt and ſmell the cheat, till the mufti or cheif 
Prieſt told them , that it was a miſtake in the figure, 
and aſſured them, that upon more diligent ſurvey of 
the Records , hee found it two thouſand inſtead of 
one, When this is expired , perhaps they will not be 
able to renew the Fallacy, I ſay therefore, that though 
this Government continues firme in the exerciſe of 
of a falſe Religion, yet this is by accident , through 
che preſent genius of the people, which may change; 
but this does not prove , but that the Nature of ſuch 
a Religion ( of which we orely now ſpeak ) tends to 
ſubvert and betray the Civill Power, Hence Macht- 
avel hiraſelf , in bis Animadverſions upon Livy, 
makes it appear, that the Weakneſle of Italy, which 
was once ſoſtrong, was cauſed by the corrupt pra- 
Etiſes of the Papacy,indepraving,& miſuſing Relioi. 
on to that purpoſe, which he,chough himſelt a Papiſt, 
fayes could not have hapned, had the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion been kept in its firſt , and native ſimplicity, 
Thus much may ſuffice for the clearing of the firſt 
Propoſition, | 

The Inferences from hence are two. 
- 1, If Government depends upon Religion, then | 
this ſhews the peſtilential deſign of thoſe that at= {| 
tempt to disjoyn the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Inter- || 


eſts, ſetting the latter wholly out of the "Tuition of || 
= the {1 
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| the former, But 'tis clear that the Fanaticks know 
| . no otherſteptothe Magiſtracy but through the ru- 
' in of the Miſtry, 'There is a great Aralogy be- 
| rwecnchebody Natural and Politick ; inwhich the 
Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual part, juſtly ſupplyes the 
| Partof the ſoul ; and the violent ſeparation of this 
it from the other , does as certainly infer death and 
| diſſolution, as the disjurEtion of the body and the 
| foul inthe Natural ; for when this once departs , it 
| leaves the Body of the Common-wealth a carcaſs , 
| noyſom , and expoſed to be devoured by Birds of 
| Prey, The Minitery will be one day found accord- 
| ing to Chrilts word, the ſalt of the earth, the only, thing 
| that keeps Societies of men from (tench-and corrup- 
| tion, Theſetwo Intereſts are of char nature, that 'ris 
|| to befeared they cannot be divided, but they will al- 
| {oprove oppoſite ; and not reſting in a bare diverſi- 
| ty » quickly riſe into a Contraricty : Theſe two are 
If to the State , what the Elements of Fire aud Wa- 
| ter tothe Body, which united compoſe , ſeparated de- 


[troy it, Iam not of the Papilts Opinion, who would 
make the Spiritual above the Civill State in power 
as well as dignity ,, but rather ſubject it tothe Ci- 
vill; yet thus mach T dare affirm , that the Civill , 
which is ſuperiour , is upheld and kept in being by 
F he I we. and _—_ 3 as : is 1na Build- 
- mg, where the npper part 1s ſupported by the lower ; 
|| the Church elealics the "Sr ; which indeed 
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is the loweſt part, but the moſt conſiderable; 'The 
 Magiſtracy cannot, ſo much proteEt the Miniſtery , 

but the Miniſtets may doe more m ſerving the Ma- 
 giſtrate, A traſt of which truth you may take from 
the Holy War , to which how faſt and eagerly did 
men goe , when the Prieſts perſwaded them , that 
whoſoever dyed in that Expedition was a Martyr 2 
Thoſe that will not be convinced what a help this 
is to the Magiſtracy, would find how conſiderable 
it is, if they ſhould chance to claſh , this would cer- 
cainly eat out the other, For the Magiſtrate cannot 
urge obedience upon ſuch potent grounds, as the 
Miniſter , if fo diſpoſed, can urge diſobedience, As 
for inſtance, if my Grovernour ſhould command me 
todoe a thing , or I muſt dye , or forfeit my Efate ; 
and the Minilter ſteps in, and tells me, thatI offend 


God, and rum my ſoul, if I obey that command, it's 


calie to ſeea greater force in this perſwaſton from 
the advantage of its ground, And if Divines once be- 
gin to curſe Meros , we ſhall ſee that Lev: can uſe the 
Sword as well as Simeon; and although Miniſters doe 
not handle , yet they can employ it, This ſhewes 
the imprudence , as well as the danger of the Civil 
Magiltrates exaſperating thoſe that can fire mens 
conſciences againſt him, and arme his Enemies with 


Religion : For I have read heretofore of ſome , that 


having conceivedan irreconcileable hatred of the Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate, prevailed with men fo farre, that they 
| ed _ W 
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went to reſiſt him even out of conſcience , and a full 


perſwaſton and dread upon their ſpirits , that not to 


doe it were to deſert God, and conſequently to in- - 
curre damnation, Now when mens rage is both 
heightned and ſanEtified by Conſcence, the War will 
be fierce ; for what is done out of Conſcience , is 


_ donewith the utmoſt Activity, And then Campanel- 
+ la's Speech tothe King of Spain will be found true, 


Relrgto m_ victt, preſertim Armata: Which ſentence 
eriouſly to be conſidered by all Grover- 


be felt. | 

2, If the ſafety of Grovernment is founded upon the 
truth of Religion, then this ſhews the danger of any 
thing that may make even the true Religion ſuſpect- 


| ed tobe falſe, To be falſe , and tobe thought falſe , 


1s all one in reſpeE&t of men, who a&t not according 
co-T ruth , but Apprehenſion, As on the contrary, 
a falſe Religion, while apprehended true , has the 


 - force and efficacy of truth, Now there is nothiwg 


more apt to induce men toa ſuſpition of any Re)igi- 
on, than frequent innovation and change : For-{ince 


theobjectofReligion , God , the ſubject of it, the 


ſoul of man, and the buſineſle of it, 'T'ruth, is alwayes 
one and the ſame : Variety and Novelty is a juſt 
preſumption of Falfity ': It argues ſickneſs and di- 
{temper in the minde, as well as in the body , when 


a man 1s continually turning and roſhng from one 
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{ide to the other, 'The wiſe Romans ever dreaded 
the lea(t Innovation in Religion : Hence we find the 
advice of Mecamnas to Auſtuſtus C eſ[ar in Dion C aſſrus in 
the 52 Book, where hee counſels him to deteſt, and 
perſecute all Innovators of Divine Worſhip, not one-- 
ly as contemrers of the Gods, but as the moſt per- 
nicious diſturbers of the State : For when men ven- 
ture to make changes in things ſacred, it argues great 
boldneſs with God , and this naturally imports lit- 
tle belief of him : which if the people once perceive , 
they will take their Creedalſo , not from the Ma- 
giſtrates Law, but his example, Hence in England , 
where Religion has been (till Purifying , and hereup- 
on almoſt alwaies in the Fire and the * Furnace ; 
Atheiits , and Irreligious perſons have took no ſmall 
advantage from our changes, For in King Edward 
the {ixts time , the Divine Worſhip was twice al- 
tered in two new Liturgies, In the firſt of Queen 
Mary , the Proteſtant Religion was perſecuted with- ! 
Fire and Faggot , by Law and publick counlel , of 
the ſame perſons , who had folately eſtabliſhed it,” 
Upon.the comiug in of Queen El:zabeth , Religion 
was changed again , and within a few dates the pub- 
lick Council of the Nation madeit death for a Prieſt, ] 
to convert any man to that Religion , whuch before 
with ſo much eagerneſs of Zeal had been reitored, 
So that it is obſerved by an Author, that inthe ſpace 
of twelve years there were four changes about Re- 
I 3 _ 7:7 
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ligion made in Ergland , and that by the publick 
Councill, and Authority of the Realm, which were 
more than were made by any Chriſtianſtate through- 
out the world in fifteen hundred years before, Hence 
it is that the Enemies of God take occaſion to blaſ- 
pheme, and call our Religion Statiſme : and 'now 
adding to the former, thoſe many changes that have 
hapned ſince , I am afraid we ſhall never beable to 
| Claw off that name : Nor , though we may fatisfie 
our own conſciences in what we profeſle , to repell 
and cleare off the objeCtions of the rational world a- 
boutus, which not being intereſted in our changes as 
we are, will not judge of them as we judge : but de- 
bate them by impartiall Reaſon , by the Nature of 
| the thing, the genera]l PraCtiſe of the Church ; a- 
| gainſt which A(Cew Lights , ſuddain Impulſes of the 
Spirit , Extraordinary Calls , will be but weak argu- 
ments to prove any thing but the madnefle of thoſe 
thatuſe them, and that che Church muit needs with- 
er, being blaFted with Inſpiration, We ſee therefore 

| how fatall and ridiculous Innovations in the Church 
| are : And indeed when Changes are fo frequent , it is 
| not properly Religion, buc Faſhion, 'This I think | 
we may build upon as a ſure ground , that where 
there i: continuall Change, there is Uncertainty,and 


W uncertainty in Religion, isa ſufficient reaſon, if rot 
W! todeny, yet to doubt of its Truth, 


mi | . 
WM * Thus much for the firſt DoCtrine ,I proceed now 
ill! __— to 
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tothe ſecond, viz, That the next , and met effeftnall 
way to defiroy Religion , is to Embaſe ghe Teachers and 
Diſ} pencers of 1t, inthe handling of this 1 ſhall ſhew, 

1, How the Diſpenſers of Religion, the Miniſters 
of the word are embaſed or renqred vile, 

2, How the Embaſing or Vilifying them is a 
means to deſtroy Religion, | 
1, For the firſtof theſe, the Miniſters and Diſpen- 
cers ofthe Word are tendred baſe or vile two waies, 

1, By deveſting them of all 'Temporall Priviledg- 
es, and Advantayes , as inconſiſtent with their Cal- 
lirg. Itis (trange ſince the Prieſts Office heretofore - 
was alwaies Splendid, and almoſt Regall , that it is. 
now looked upon as a peice of Religion , tomake it 
low and ſordid. So thar the uſe of the word Miniſter 
1s brought down to the ſ1gnification of it, a Servant : 
for now to ſerve and to miniſter ſervile and minifteri- 
all , are termes equivalent, Butin the Old 'Teſta. 
ment the ſame word ſignifies a Prieſt, and a Prince,or 
chief Ruler : hence, though wee tranſlate it Prieſt of 
On, 41 Gen, 45, and Prieſt of Midian, 3 Exod, 1, and 
as it is with the people ſo with the Prie$t , 24 Iſa, 2, Jus 
nius and Tremellius render all theſe places not by Sa- 
cerdos, Prieſt , but by Preſes,that is, a Prince , or at 
leaſt a chief Councellour, or Miniſter of State. And - 
it is ftrange , that the Name ſhould be the ſame, 
when the Nature of the thing is ſo exceeding diffe- 
rent, The likealſomay beobſerved inother Langua- 
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ges , that the molt Illuſtrious Titles are derived 
from things Sagred , and belonging to the Worſhip. 
of God. zica-@& was the Title of the Chriſtian C2 
| fſars, correſpondent to the Latine Auguſtus, and it is 
| derivedfromthe ſame word that eltueue, cultus , res 
ſacra, or ſacrificium, ” Andit isuſuall inour Language 
to make Sacred , an Epithete to Maj:ſty : there was 
a certaine Royalty in things Sacred, Hence the A- 
poſtle, who I thinke was no Enemy to the {1mplicity 
of the Croſpel, ſpeaks of a Royall Prieſthood , 1 Pet. 2, 
9. Which ſhews at leaſt; that there is no contra- 
diction or impiety in thoſe tearmes, In Old time , 
. before the placing this office onely in the Line of Aa- 
70x , the Head of the Family , and the Firſi-borne 
offered Sacrifice for the reſt, that is, was their Prieſt, 
And we know that ſuch Rule and dignity belonged 
a firſt co the Maſters of Families , that they had 
"Tus vite & nects , juriſdiction and power of Life and 
Death in their own Family , and from hence was de- 
rived the beginning of Kingly Covernment ; a King 
being onely a Civill Head, or maiter of a Politick Fa- 
mily,the whole People ; fo that we ſee the ſame was 
the foundation of the Royall & Sacerdotall Dignity, 
| As tor the Dignity of this Office among the Jews,it is 
| fo pregnaitly ſet forth in Holy Writ , chat it is Vn- 
| queſtionable, Kings and Prieits are (till mentioned 
[ > together , in the 2 Lamen, 6. The Lord bath diſpijed in 
| the indignation of his Anger , the King and the Prieſt , 
_:.- | s Hoſea 


\ 
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x. Hoſea 2, Hear O Prieſts, and grve ear O houſe of the 
King, 17 Deut, 12, And the man that does preſumptu- 
ouſly , and will not harken unto the Prie$k that ftandeth 
there to miniſter before the Lord thy God, or unto the Judge, 
even that man ſhall dye, Hence Paul together with a 
blow, received this Reprehenſ1on, 48, 5. 4. Revileſt 
thou, Gods High Prieſs 2 And Paul in the next verſe 
does. not defend himſelfe , by pleading anextraordr- 
nary Motion of the Spirit , or that hee was ſent to 
Reforme che Church , aud might therefore lawfully 
vilific the Pxielthood , and all Sacred Orders ; but 
inthe 5. v, he makes anexcuſe, and that from Ip- 
norance , the onely thing that could take away the 
fault ; namely, that be knew. not that he was the Huh 
Prieſt , and ſubjoines a reaſon which turther advan- 
ces the fa mn —_— : Por it 1s "—_ thou 

alt not [peak evil of the Ruler of thy people, To Hol 
ON ——__ adde the led - Zoſephus of 
. next Authority to it in things concerning the Jews , 


who in ſundry places of his Hiſtory , ſets forth the 


Dignity of the Prieſts, and in his ſecond Book a- 
gain(t Appion the Crrammarian, he has theſe words, 
FTayTuy TH] appiofnleuiroey Sign? or lepers ix dnevy the Prieſts 
| were conſtituted Judges of all doubtfull cauſes, 
Hence F#ſtine alſo in his 36 Booke has this , Semper a- 
pud Judeos mos fuit , ut Boſdem Reges & Sacerdutes ba- 
berent : thou2il this is falſe, that they were alwates ſo, 
yet argues that they were ſo frequently , and = 

| e 
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the diſtance between them was not great, 'To the 
Jews we may joyne the Egyptians, the firlt Maſters 
of Learning and Philoſophy, Syneſwe in his 55 Epiſt, 
having ſhewen the generall PraCtiſe of Antiquity , 
6 maadt welr@- ineſus 735 ewTres iophas]s x) rpiids , o1ves an 1n- 
ſtance mn the Jews and Egyptians, who for many 
Ages 9s ind WU iopioy 1Barnudwenr , had no other Kings 
but Prietts. Next we may take a view of the PraCtiſe 
of the Romans : Numa Pompilius, that civilized the 
fierce Romans , 1s reported m the 1, Book of Levy , 
fometimes -to have performed the Prieſts Office 
hunſelf, Tum Sacerdotibus creandis antmum adjectt , 
quanquam ipſe plurima ſacra obibat, but when he made 
Prielts, af gave thema dignity almolt the ſame 
with himſelf, And this honour continued together 
with the Valour and Prudence of that Nation, For 
the Succeſs of the Romans did not extirpate their 
Religion, 'The Colledge of the Prieſts being m many 
things exempted even froni the JuriſdiCtion of the 
Senate, afterwards the Supream Power, Hence 7x- 
venal in his 2. Sat, mentions the Prieſthood of Mars, 
as one of the moſt Honourable places in Rome, And 
Zul, Ceſar who was choſe Prieſt in his minority , 
thought it not below him to continue the ſame Office 
when he was Created ablolute Grovernour of Rome 
under the name of Perpecuall DiEtator, Adde to 
theſe the PraCtife of the Gaules mentioned by Ceſar 
in his6, Book de Bello Gallico, where he faies of the 
ML ” BEING Druides, 
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Druides, who were their Prieſts ; that they did judge 
de omnibus fere contriverſus publicis privatiſque, See al- 
ſo Homer in the 1 Book of his Thads re be 


ſes the Prieit of Apollo with his Golden Scepter , as 


well as the Ciolden Cenſfer, But why have I pro- 


duced all theſe examples of the Heathens ? Is it yo 


make theſe a ground of our Imitation ? No, butto 


ſhew, that the giving honour to the Prieſthood , was 
a cuſtome Univerſall amongſt all civilized Nations : 
And whatſoever is Univerſall, is alſo Naturall, as not 
being founded upon compact, or the particular hu- 
mours of men, but flowing from the Native reſults of 
Reaſon : and that which is Natural, neither does nor 
can oppoſe Religion, Bnt you will ſay, this con- 
cernes not us » who have anexpreſſeRule and Word 
revealed. Chriſt was himſelf poor and deſpiſed, and 
withall has inſtituted ſuch a Miniſtery, 'To the firſt 
part of this plea Ianſwer ; 'Thar Chriſt came to ſuf- 
ter, yet the ſufferings and miſeries of Chriſt, doe not 
oblige all Chriſtians to undertake the like. For the 
ſecond, 'That the Miniſtery of Chriſt was low , and 


deſpiſed by his inſtitution, I utterly deny, It was fo | 


indeed by the maliceand perſecution of che Heathen 
Princes , but what does this argue or inferre for a 
low, dejected Miniſtery ina flouriſhing State, which 
profeſles to encourage Chriſtianity ? But to daſh this 


cavill, read but the PraCtiſe of Chriſtian Emperours 


and Kings all along down from the tune of Conſtan. 
K 2 tne 
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«did, Hliterate perſons to'this FunEtion, 'Thus is to 
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_—_ Royall (tamp to a piece of Lead, I confeſle , 
Furccertainly then, the has much leſle need of his Io- 
_ IFofdnee,-and1ll Behaviour, Ic 1s a ſad ching-when all 
* Wther Employments ſhall empty themfelves into the 


[ 64 ] 
tine, 10 what reſpec, what honour and ſplendour they 
created che Miniſters , and then Tec our adverftaries 
produce their puny , pittiful] Arguments for the 
contrary , againſt the generall , clear , undowibred 
vogue and currerit of all antiquity, As for two or 
three little Conntries aboutus, the Learned and im- 
Partiall will ' not valne their magyit. in one of 
which places: the Miniſter has been ſeen, for meer 
wantto mend ſhooes-on the Saturday, and been heard 
«topreach onthe Sunday, -In-the other place, ſtating 
the ſeverall orders of the Citizens , they place their 
Miniſtersafter their Apothecaries : that is, the Phy- 


Fician of the Soul after the Drugſter of the Body : a 
ie praftice for thoſe , whoif they were to ranck 


*T'hings as well as Perſons ,” would place their Reli- 


-9ion aftertheir 'Trade, 


And thus much - concerning; the firſt way of De- 
baſns the Miniſters and Miniſtery, | 
_ *2, The ſecond way is by admitting Tgnorant, Sor- 


odhas no need of any mans Parts , or Learving ; | 


Miniftery:: When' men ſhall repair to it, not for 


kPrefertrient, bit Refuge ; like MalefaEtors, flying 
<*othe Altar onely to ſave their lives ; or like thoſe of 


Bly's 
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Ely's Race, 1 Sam, 2, 36. that ſhould come crouch- 
wg-, and ſeek to be put into the'Prieſts Office , that 
they might eat a piece of Bread, Heretofore there 
was required ſplendour. of Parentage to recommend 
any oneto the Prieſthood , as Fo ephus witneſles in Aa 
Treatiſe that he wrote of his owne Life ; where he 
ſayes, tohave right to deale in things Sacred , was 
amongſt them accounted an argument of a Noble 
and 1lluſtrious Deſcent, Grod would not accept the 
| Offalls of other Profeſſions. Doubtleſſemany reject- 
ed Chriſt, upon this thought , that he was the Car- 
penters Sonne,who would have embraced him-, had 
they known him to have been che Sonne of David. 
The preferring undeſerving perſons to this great ſer- 
vice, was eminently Feroboams Sin 4 and how Jerobo- 
ams practiſe and offence has been continued amongſt 
us #1 another guiſe, 1s not unknown : For has not 
Learning unqualified men for approbation to the Mi- 
niſtery 2 Has not parts and Abilities been reputed 
Enemies to Grace, and Qualities' no wayes Mi- 
nifteriall? While Friends, FaCtion, Well-meaning , 
and .lictte Underſtanding , have been Accompliſh- 
ments beyond Study & the Univerſity; andtofalſifie 
a ſtory of Converſion, beyond+-pertinent Anſwers - 
and clear Reſolutiens-to the hardeſt and moſt con- 
cerning Queltions, So- that matters have been 
brought to this paſſe, that if a man amongſt his Sonnes 
hadany blind, or —_—_— he laid hum aſide for the 
3 __ Mb 
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Miniſtery, and ſuch an one was preſently approved ; 
as having a mortified Countenance, In ſhort , it was a 
fierie Furnace , that often approved Droſle , and re- 
; jected Gold, But thanks be to Cod, thoſe Sprrituall 

 Wickedneſſes are now diſcharged from therr high places, 
Hence it was, that many ruſhed into the Miniſtery , 
as being the onely Calling that they could profeſs , 
withont ſerving an Apprentiſhip, Hence alſo we 
had thoſe that could Preach Sermons , bur not De- 
fend them, 'The reaſon of which 1s clear , becauſe 
the Works and V Vritings of Learned men might be 
borrowed , but nor the Abilities, Had indeed the 
Old Leviticall Hierarchy (till contmued , in which 
it was partof the Miniſterial Office to flay the Sa- 


_ crifices, to cleanſe the Veſlels , toſcoure the Fleſh- 


forks , to ſweep the Temple, and carry the filth and 
rubbiſh to the Brook K1:dron , no perſons living had . 
been fitter for the Miniſtery , and to ſerve in this na- 
ture at the Altar, But ſince it 1s made a labour of the 
mind ; as to inform mens judgements, and move 
theic affeCtions, to reſolve difficult places of Scrip- 
ture , to decide and clear off Controverſies, I cannot 
ſee how v0 be a Butcher , Scavinger , or any other 
ſuch Trade , does at all qualifie, or prepare men for 
this work, But as unfit as they were , yet to clear 
away for ſuch intothe Miniſtery , wee have had al- 
malt all Sermons full of gibes and ſcofts ar Humane 
- Learving, Away with vatn Philoſophy, with the diſpu- 


ter 
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ter of this world, and the enticing word of mans wiſdome ; 
and ſer up the fooliſhneſſe of Preaching , the mplicity of 
the Goſpel : Thus Divinity has been brought in upon 
the ruines of Humanity ; by forcing the VVords of 
the Scripture from the ſenſe and then haling them to 
the worlt of Drudgeries, to ſet a Jus D:rvmum upon 
Ignorance and perfeCtion , and recommend Naturall 
VVeakneſs for Supernatural! Grace, Hereupon the 
Ignorant have took heart to venture upon this great 
Calling,& inſtead of cutting their way to it,according 
to the uſual courſe, through the knowledge of the 
 tongues,the Study of Philoſophy Schole-divinity, the 
Fathers and Councils, they have taken another, and a 
ſhorter Cut , and having read perhaps a Treatiſe or 
two upon the heart, the bruiſed Reed , the Crums of Com- 
fort , Wollebius in Engliſh , and ſome ſuch other little 
Authors , the uſuall Furniture of Old VVomens 
Cloſets, they have ſet forth as accompliſhed Divines, 


and forthwith they preſent themſelves to the Services J} 


and there has not been wanting Feroboams , as willing 
to conſecrate , and receive them , as they to offer 
themſelves, And this has beenone of the molt fatall , 
and almoſt irrecoverable blows that has been given ro 
the Miniſtery. | 
| Andthis may ſuffice concerning the ſecond way of 
Embaſing Gods Miniſters ; namely , by cilia 
the Miniſtery with raw , unlearned, 1l]-bred Perſons, 
ſo that what Solomon ſpeaks of a Proverb in the 
| mouth 


_—  — _ —__—  ___—— — — 


[ 68 ] 

mouth of a Fool, the ſame may be ſaid of the Miniſte- 

=— in them , that it1s like- a Pearle tn a ſwines 
0ut, | 

F proceed now to the ſecond thing propoſed in the 

Diſcuſſion of this Doctrine, which is to ſhew , how 

the Embaſing; of the Miniſters tends to the deſtruCtis 


on of Religion, 


This it does two wayes, 
1, Becauſe ic brings them under exceeding ſcorn 


and contempt ; and then let none think Religion it * 


ſelf ſecure : For the Vulgar have not ſuch Logicall 
heads as to be able to abſtract ; ſuch ſubtile concep- 
tions, as to ſeparate the Man from the Miniſter, or to 


conſider the fame perſon under a double capacity , 


and fo honour himas a Divine , while they deſpiſe 
him as poor, But ſuppoſe they could , yet Actions 
cannot diſtingurſh as Conceptions doe., and therefore 
every AEtof Contempt ſtrikes both,and unavoydably 
wounds the Miniſtery through the {1des of the M1- 
miſter, And wee muſt know , that the leaſt degree of 
Contempt weakens Religion , becauſe it is abſolutely 
contrary tothe nature of it, Relzgion properly conſ1{t- 
ing in a reverentiall eſteem of things Sacred, Now that 
which in any meaſure weakens Religion will at length 


deſtroy it : For the weakening of a thing 15 onely a 
| Partiall deſtruCtion of ir, Poverty and meanefle of 


condition expoſes the Wieſt to ſcorn ; it being natu- 


rall for men to place their eſteem, rather u pon things 
GCreat - 
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Great than Good ; and the Poet obſerves that this IÞn-  J 


felix Paupertas has nothing m it more intolerable than - | 


this , thac it renders men Ridiculous. And then how 
eafie and naturall it is for Contempt to paſle from the 
Perſon to the Office, from him thar.ſpeaks,to the thing 
that he ſpeaks of, Experience proves, Counſell being 
ſeldome valued ſo much for the Truth of the thing, as 
the Credit of him that gives ir, Obſerve anexcellent 
paſſage tothis parpoſe in the 9 Eccl, 14. 15, We have 
an account of a little City with few men m'it,beſteged 
by a Crreat and Potent King,and mthe 15. v, we read, 
that there was found in it a poor Wiſe man , and he by bis 
W:ſdome delrvered the City, A worthy ſervice -indeed , - 
and certainly we may expect that ſome honourable. 
Recompence ſhould follow it; a Deliverer of his 
Country , and that in ſuch diſtreſle, could not but be 
advanced : bat we find a contrary event in the next 
words of the ſame verſe , Tet none remmbred that ſame 
poor man ? why ? what ſhould be the reaſon ? Was he 
not a man of parts and Wiſdome ? andis not V Vif- 
dome honourable ? Yes, but he was poor : But was he. 
not alſo ſuccesfull as well as wife 2 True ; but ſtill be 
was poor : Andonce grant this, and you cannot keep off 
that unavoydable ſequel inthe nextverſe, The poor mans 
wiſdome is deſpiſed , and his words are not heard, V Vee 
may believe 1t upon Solomons word , who was Rich , 
as well as wiſe, and therefore knew the foxce of both : 
and probably had it not been for his Riches,the Queen |; 
L Df. 
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E of Sheba would never have came fo farre onely to have 
| heard his V Viidome, Obſerve her behaviour when 
F ſhe came. Though upon the hearing of Solomons Wi. 
dome, and the reſolution of her hard Queſtions ſhe ex- 
| preſled a juſt admiration, yet when So/omon afterward 
{ ſhew her his Palace, his Treaſures , and the Temple 
which hee had built, 1 Keyy, 10. c, 5.v. itis ſaid , there 
was no more ſpirit in her, V V hat was the cauſe of this 2 
certainly the magnificence , the pomp and ſplendour 
of ſuch a Structure : it ſtruck her into an Extaſy -be- 
yood his wiſe Anſwers, She eſteemed this as much as 
ve his V Viſdome , as Aſtoniſhment is beyond bare 
Admiration, She admired his V Viſdome , but ſhe a- 
dored his Magnificence.- Soapt is the mind, even of 
wiſe perſons,to be ſurpriſed with the ſuperficies,or cir- 
cum{tance of things, and value, or undervalue Spiritu- 
als , according to the manner of their Externall Ap- 
pearance, When Circumſtances faile, the ſubſtance 
ſeldome long ſurvives; Cloathes are no part of the Bo- 
_ dy, yettake away cloathes , and the Body will dye. 
Livy obſerves of Romulus , that being to give Laws to + 
his new Romans , he found no better way to procure 
an eſteem and reverence to them , then by firſt procu- 
ring it tohimſelf, by ſplendour of Habit and Retinue , | 
and other {1gnes of Royalty, And the wiſe Auma,, his 
| fucceſlor took the ſame courſe to enforce his Religious 
|. Laws, namely, by giving the ſame Pomp tothe Prieſt 
| who wasto diſpenſe them, Sacerdotem creavit, infugn- 


q” 


(971 
que eum Veſte, & Curnlt Regia ſell; adornavit, 'That is, |} 
he adorned him with a rich Robe, and a royall Chair 4 
of State, And in our Judicatures take away the 
'Trumpet, the Scarlet,the Attendance, and the Lord- 
ſhip, which would be to make Juſtice Naked, as well 
as Find » the Law would loſe muchof its Terror , 
and conſequently of its Authority, Let the Miniſter 
be abject and low , his intereſt inconfiderable , the 
Word will ſuffer for his ſake : 'The Meſlage will (till 
find reception according to the Dignity of the Meſſen- 
ger- Imagine an Ambaſſadour preſenting himſelſe in 
a poor. freeze Jerkin, and tattered cloaths,certainly he 
-. would have but ſmall Audience, his Embaſy would 

ſpeed rather according to the weakneſs of him that 
brought , than the Majeity of bim thar ſent ir, Te will 
fare alike with the Ambaſladours of Chriſt, the Peo- 
ple will give them Audience accordiig to their Pre- 
ſence, A notable example of which we have in the 
Behaviour of ſome to Paul himielte, 1 Cor, 10.c, 10,v, 
Hence in the Jewiſh Church it was cautiouſly provi- 
ded in the Law, that none that was blind or lame , or 
had any remarkable defect un his body, was capable of 
the Prieſily Office : becauſe theſe things naturally 
' make a perſon contemned, and this preſently reflects 

upon the FunCtion, 'T his therefore is the Girl way b 


which the low , deſpiſed condition of the Minitters , 
' tends to the deſtruction of the miniſtery and Religion : 
namely , becauſe it ſubjeCtes their perſons to ſcorne, . 
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and what ſtrength do we think would that give to the ; 
True Religion that is able thus to eſtabliſh a Falſe ? ' 
Religion ina great meaſureſtands or falls according to 

the abilicies of thoſe that aſlert it: And if as ſome ob- 


* ſerve, mens deſires are uſually as large as their Abilities, 


what courſe have we took to allure the former, that 
we might engage the [atter to our aſſiſtance? But we have 
took all wayes to aftright & diſcourage Schollars from 
looking towards this ſacred calling: For will men ay out 
their Wit and Judgment, upon that employment, for the 
undertaking of which,both will be queſtioned 2 would . 
men not long {unce have ſpent toylſome dates8& watch- 
ful nights in the laborious queſt of knowledge preparative 
to this work,at length to come & dance attendance for 
approbation from a unto of petty T yrants, aCted by 
Party& Prejudice,who denyed Fitneſs from Learning, 
and Crrace from Morality ? will a man exhauſt his live- 
lihood upon Books, and his Health, the belt part of his 
life upon Study,to be at length thruſt into a poor Village, 
where he ſhall have his due precariouſly,and entreat Ke 
his own,and when he has 1t, live poorly and contemptibly 
upon it,wiule the ſame or leſs labour beſtowed upon 
any other calling, would bring not only comfort but- 
ſplendor,not only maintenance but abundance ? "Tis I 
confeſs the duty of Mini'ters ro endure this, condition? 
but neither Religion norReaſon does oblige either them 
to approve, or others to chooſe it, Doubtleſs Parents' 7 
| L 3 —__ 


[92] 
_ andconſequently their Calling : and it is not imagina- 
| - ble chat men will be brought co obey what they can- 
.not Eſteem, f 

2, The ſecond way by which it tends to the wine of 
the Miniſtery 1s , becauſe it diſcourages men of fit and 
raiſed Abilities from undertaking it, And certaine it is, 
that as the Calling dignifies the man, ſo the man much 
more advances his Calling, As a Garmerc, though 
it warms the Body , ithasa returne with an advan- 
tage,being much more warmed by it, And how often a 
good cauſc may miſcarry without a wiſe mannager;& 
| the Faith for want of a Defender, is, or at lealt may be 
known, "Tis not the Truth of an Afﬀlertion , but the 
Diſputant that keeps of a baffle ; not the Juſtneſle of a 
| Cauſe,butthe Valour of the Souldiers that muſt winne 
_ the Field: Whena Learned Paul was converted , and 

+ undertook the Maniſtery,it ſtopp'd the mouths of tho'e 
tat ſaid, None but poor, weak Fiſher-men Preached 
 Chriſtianicy, and fo his Learnmg ſilenced the ſcandall, 
as well as {trengehned the Church, Religion placed in 
a ſoul of exquilite knowledge & abilities,as ina Caſtle, 
finds noc only habitation but defence, And what alear- 
ned Forrein Divine ſaid of the Engliſh Preaching, may 
be ſaid of all, Plus eft in Artifice quamin Arte, So much 
of moment 1s there in the Profeſſors of any thing, to 
depreſs or raiſe the Proteſſhon, What is it'thar kepr the 
Church of Rome ſtrong,athletick, and flouriſhing for ſo 
many centurtes,but the happy ſucceſſion of the choiceſt 
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will not throw away the towardnels of a ch:1d,&the ex- 
pence of Education upon a Profeiſion whoſe labour is 
encreaſed,& whoſe rewards vaniſhed, To condemn pro- 
miſing lively parts to contempt,8& penury in a deſpiſed 
calling, Whar is it elſe but the caſting of a Moſes into the 
mud,or to offer a Son upon the Altar : and inſtead of a 
Prieſt tomake him a Sacrifice, Neither let any here re- 
ply, that it becomes not a Mzniſterial ſpirit to undertake 
ſuch a calling for reward? for they mult know, thar it is 
one thing to undertake it for a reward,&not to be willirg 
co undertake it without one : it 1s ore thing to perform 
| good works only that we may receive the recompence of 
them in Heaven, and another thing not to be willing to 
follow Chrilt & forſake the world if there. were no ſuch 
recompence, But beſides, ſuppoſe it were the duty of 
Scholars to chooſe this calling inthe mid(t of all its diſ- | 
couragements,X eta prudent governour ,who knows it to 
be his wiſdom as well as his duty, to take the belt courſe 
to advance Religion, will not conſider mens duty, but 
their praCtice : not what they ought to do, but what 
' theyulſe todo: and therefore draw over the belt quali- 
| fiedtothis ſervice,by ſuch ways,as are moſt apt to per- 
| {wade& induce men.So/omon built his Temple with the 
Talleſt Cedars: and ſurely when Cod refuſed the defe- 

| five,& the maimed for ſacrifice,we cannot think that he 
' requires them for the Prieſthood, when learning abilities 
= & what is excellent in the world forſake the Church, 
S we may caſily foretel its rune without the gift of Pro- 
DON | pheſy 
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. pheſy, And when gnorance ſucceeds un the place of leay- 1 
ning, weakneſs in the room of ;udgment,we may be ſure, 
Hereſie & Confuſwn will quickly come in the room of * 
Religion, For undoubtedly there 1s no way fo effeEtual to |} 

| berray the 'T'ruth, as to procure it a weake Defender, 
Well:now inſtead of rai{ig any particular Uſes from” : 

the Point, that has been delivered, letus make a brief * 
 Recapitulation of the whole, Crovernment,we ſee de- 
pends upon Religion,& Religion upon the Encourage= | 
ment of thoſe that are todiſpence,and aſſert it, For the 

| furcher Evidence of which truths we need not travell 
beyond our own Borders;burt leave it to every oneim- | 
partially to Judge, whether from the very firlt day that 
our Religion was unſettled, and Church-Crovernment 

#$ flung outofdoors, the Civil Crovernment has ever been © 
able to fix upon a ſure foundation, we have been chang- * * 
10g even to a Proverb, The :ndynation of Heaven has 
been rolling & turning us from ore form toanother.till.”; 
at length ſucha giddineſs ſeiſed upon government,that it 
fell into the very dregs of Sectaries, that threatned an 
equal ruine both to Miniſter & Magiſtrate, And how the 

| State has Sympathized with the Church, is apparent, | 
For have not our Princes as well as our Prieſts been of 
the lowelt of the People o Have not C eblers, Draymeng 1 
Mecharicks governed, as well as Preached ? Nay have . 
not they by Preaching come to Govern ? was ever that 
of Solomon more verified, that Servants have Rid while 
Princes and Nobles have gone on Foot? But Grod has been - 
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| pleaſed by a miracle of mercy to diſſipate this confuſion 
+-and Chaos, & to give us ſome openings, ſome dawn- 
- gs of /berty & ſettlement, But now let not thoſe thar 
* areto rebuild our Feruſalem,think that the Temple muſt 
| be built laſt, For if there be ſuch a thing as a God, & 
| *a Religion, as, whether men believe it-or no, they will 
F one dayfind & feel, aſſuredly he will (top our Leberty, 
- Ull we reſtore him his worſhip, Beſides it is a ſenceleſs 
+ thing in reaſon, to think that one of theſe intereſts can 
| Rand without the'other,when in the very order of Na- 
EF tural cauſes, Government is preſerved by Reltgzon, But - 
- toxcturn to Feroboam with whom we firſt began. He 
» Td the foundation of his Government in deſtroying, 
- theft dayboleſs he colouredit with the name of Re- 
Lee PRESS worſhip : but ſee the iſſue, Conſider him 
* "4004 God 3 maintaining his «ſ? urped title, by con- 
> timnual vexatious warrs againſt the Kings of Judah; 
- Wmoce in his poſterity, which was made Jike the dung up- 
þ onthe face ofthe Earth,as low and vile as thoſe Prieſts 
* whom he had-employed, Conſider him branded, and 
* made odious to all after ages. And now when his King- 
| dame & glory was atan-end ; and he and his-Poſterity - 
> rotting under ground, and his Name |tinking above it: 
-udge what a worthy prize he made in getting of a 


E Gingdom, by deſtroying the Church, Wherefore the 
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+ſumm of all is this? to adviſe and deſire thoſe whom it 


| may Concern, to con{1der Zeroboams puiſhment, and 
>. then they will have lictle hearc ro Feroboams {1n, 
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